
                                                                                                    
 

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 
 
Regular Meeting 

 
April 25, 2017 
 

 The thirty-second meeting of the City Council of Charleston was held this date 
convening at 5:45 p.m. at City Hall. 
 

A notice of this meeting and an agenda were mailed to the news media April 19, 2017 
and appeared in The Post and Courier April 23, 2017 and are made available on the City’s 
website. 
 

PRESENT (13) 
 

The Honorable John J. Tecklenburg, Mayor 
 

Councilmember White  District 1 Councilmember Waring    District 7 
Councilmember Williams District 2 Councilmember Seekings    District 8 
Councilmember Lewis  District 3 Councilmember Shahid    District 9 
Councilmember Mitchell  District 4 Councilmember Riegel                       District 10             
Councilmember Wagner  District 5 Councilmember Moody   District 11 
Councilmember Gregorie  District 6 Councilmember Wilson     District 12 
                
    

Mayor Tecklenburg called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. 
 
The Clerk called the roll. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, if you would like to join us, I call on Councilmember 

White to lead us in an invocation and then the Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
Councilmember White said, “If we could all stand.  I would really like just for everyone 

just to be able to take a moment of silence this afternoon as we remember the loss of lives in 
Paris, once again, with terrorist attacks last week.  That community has been devastated time 
and time again.  So, I just ask that we all take a few minutes and think about them and all of the 
folks who lost their lives to terrorist attacks over this last 12 to 18 months.” 

 
Councilmember White opened the meeting with a moment of silence. 
 
Councilmember White then led City Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Now, a few announcements, and I 

want to welcome everybody who has come to visit us today.  To let you all know, it may seem 
obvious, but, in the event we needed to evacuate the Chambers, these are our two main exit 
doors on this floor and, of course, you’ve only got the one up there in the balcony and there is 
one over here in the room to the right.  Do not use the elevator.  There are two stairways that 
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lead downstairs, and then just the single stairway out the front doorway out the front, just in the 
event we had to evacuate the building, and then I would ask everybody afterwards to meet 
together in Washington Park.  So, having made that announcement, some of you may be here 
tonight to speak on the matter of Ashley Hall Plantation, its annexation.  We are human and 
apparently a mistake was made when the notice was posted on the property.  It read May 25th 
rather than April 25th and hence, we need to have an additional public hearing.  We’ll vote on 
that matter a month from now.  So, we will not be taking action tonight on the matter of Ashley 
Hall Plantation because of that mistake that was made.  Now, since you are here, if you want to 
stay, we will certainly listen to your comments, but we will not be taking any action on that 
matter tonight.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Do we have to wait until May to do that, or can we go 

ahead and repost it and put it out, or is that timing not enough?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have to repost it.” 
 
The Clerk said, “We have to advertise it again, post it, and it requires 15 days.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “That’s correct.  So, it’s not enough time to come back in two 

weeks.  It will be the second meeting from now.  We also have initiated, since the beginning of 
the year, that anyone who is here to speak during our Public Participation Period should sign-in 
on the sheet that’s out front.  Now, anybody can speak during the public hearings, but those 
comments would just apply to those particular public hearing matters.  So, if you want to speak 
in general about a topic that’s not on our agenda, then you would need to sign in.  I will share 
with you that we only have a 30-minute period for that Public Participation Period.  So, what we 
do is when we get the list and see how many people have signed up, we just divide it by 30, and 
that’s how much time we’re going to allow each speaker.  You may consider, if you have a 
number of people here on one topic, to combine your forces, and maybe you will get a little 
more time by designating a speaker or two, just some advice.  So, first we have some 
proclamations this evening.  I would like to invite Otha Meadows and George Bresnihan to come 
forward.  These two fine gentlemen represent the Charleston Trident Urban League, and they 
are exemplary in our community in issues regarding Fair Housing, and May is Fair Housing 
Month in the United States of America.” 

 
Several people said, “April.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “April is, I’m sorry, I’ve got the wrong month.  We’re not out of 

April yet.  So, whereas, the month of April is designated nationally as Fair Housing Month by the 
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development and locally by the City of 
Charleston; and Fair Housing ensures that every person can live free regardless of race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, familial status, and disability, which means that our communities 
are open and welcoming free from discrimination and hostility; and whereas, this year marks the 
49th Anniversary of the Federal Fair Housing Law of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, which 
celebrates the passing of the Fair Housing Act and recommits us to that goal which inspired us 
in the aftermath of Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King’s assassination in 1968 to eliminate 
housing discrimination and create equal opportunity in every community.  The City of Charleston 
supports the Charleston Trident Urban League, its Fair Housing Hotline and House and Home 
Program as valuable resources for the dissemination and information regarding Fair Housing 
laws, and this year’s Fair Housing Month’s theme is Fair Housing Equals Opportunity.  So, I ask 
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everyone to participate in celebrating the diversity of our community and support all efforts to 
ensure safe, decent, affordable housing for people of all races, colors, national origin, religion, 
sex, familial status, and disabilities.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg read the proclamation. 
 

 ---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I would ask Mr. Meadows to say a few words for us.” 
 
 Otha Meadows said, “Thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
 Mr. Meadows continued, “Let me just say off the top, I want to thank the City of 
Charleston for continuing to support the work of the Charleston Trident Urban League, and what 
we do specifically in the area of housing.  As the Mayor indicated, this is Fair Housing Month.  
2017 marks the forty-ninth year of the Fair Housing Act.  To commemorate that, we held our first 
Fair Housing Summit here in the City of Charleston.  I want to personally thank Councilman 
Gregorie, Councilman Mitchell, and Geona Shaw Johnson and her staff for making our first Fair 
Housing Summit here in the City of Charleston a huge success.  Over the last couple years, 
unfortunately, we have seen an uptick in housing discrimination complaints, especially as it 
relates to persons with disabilities, persons of color, and sexual orientation.  So, what we want 
to do is expand our efforts on education and outreach to inform the broader community about 
what their rights and responsibilities are, as it relates to fair housing, how to recognize it, Mr. 
Mayor, and how to report it.  This year alone, we had over 400 calls to the Fair Housing Hotline.  
We made six discrimination complaints to the South Carolina Human Affairs Commission.  What 
we want to do is make it very clear and send a very strong message that discrimination, in any 
form, in the City of Charleston, will not be tolerated.   
 

Let me just commend George Bresnihan and my other staff member, Carolina Mascarin.  
Just a week ago, we had a situation where Spanish-speaking immigrants came into their office, 
and they had a situation where they were asked to put $33,000 in cash down as a payment of 
earnest money.  When we went out to look at the property, the property was dilapidated and 
uninhabitable.  Due to the work of George and Carolina, we were able to get that $33,000 
returned back to those folks and put the other folks on notice that that kind of behavior in our 
community will not be tolerated.  Again, Mr. Mayor, thank you and the City of Charleston.” 

 
 There was a standing ovation in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Gregorie. 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Mr. Mayor, I, too, would like to commend the Urban 
League on the great job that they have been doing.  I thought the summit was very well done, 
but I think we need to go Statewide next year and have the summit with specific workshops for 
people in the business, the real estate community, etcetera.  Then they will clearly know what 
this law means and how this City will continue to enforce it through its partner, the Urban 
League.  So, I just wanted to make sure that Council knew, as well as the Mayor, that we should 
commit to making the summit bigger and better every year, and make sure that people know 
that, when they discriminate in this City, it’s going to cost them greatly.  I think the message that 
we need to send is that, if you discriminate, it’s going to cost you.  So, again, I commend them 
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on their great job that they did at the summit and inviting me to participate, but we need to make 
it bigger and better next year.  We should go Statewide and put some heads in beds.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Next it gives me, I must admit, a 
personal honor, to invite the family members, and members of the Judiciary, of the late 
Honorable Judge Sol Blatt, Jr.  I’m going to ask Councilmember Shahid to recognize the 
Judiciary.  I’ll recognize Sol’s son, Brian Blatt, is right here and his granddaughter, Molly, is here 
and, Councilmember Shahid, if you would introduce the members of the Judiciary, I would 
appreciate it.” 
 
 Councilmember Shahid said, “I’m going to get held in contempt for telling them to be 
here at 5:00 p.m.  They have been very patient.  Thank you all, gentlemen, and Judge Seymour, 
Judge Marchant, Judge Norton, Judge Duffy, and Judge Gergel are present, and behind them 
are Janice Pierce, who was Judge Blatt’s long, and only, I think, administrative assistant, and 
Jan was the last law clerk.  Come on up.” 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Use the microphone.” 
 

 Councilmember Shahid said, “Judge Hughston from the Circuit Court is with us, as well.” 
 
 The Clerk said, “You want to come up and get in the picture?”  
 
 Councilmember Shahid said, “We need to include everybody.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We’ve never had this many Judges at one time at City Council 
Chambers.  So, we are going to behave.” 
 
 Councilmember Shahid said, “I’ll read the proposed Resolution, Mr. Mayor and members 
of Council.” 
 
 Councilmember Shahid and Mayor Tecklenburg read the Resolution. 
 

---INSERT RESOLUTION--- 
 

 Councilmember Shahid said, “I think Judge Duffy wanted to say a few words.” 
 
 Judge Patrick Duffy said, “Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
 Judge Duffy said, “I wish all of you could have known Judge Blatt.  He was truly a man 
for the ages.  He is one of the most historic Judges in the history of this Country.  Not only was 
he the longest-serving District Judge in South Carolina, but the entire 4th Circuit Court of 
Appeals area, which is five states.  As one of the local newspapers said upon his passing, ‘We 
just lost a friend, a true Southern gentleman’, that we referred to simply as ‘The Judge’.  That’s 
who he was.  He was a scholar, he was gifted, he was dedicated, but, above all, he was open, 
and he was humble.  He was always fair to anyone in his courtroom and, whoever you were, 
you left feeling you had your day in court.  Today, I think the entire Judiciary in five states still 
mourns his loss.  We’re so proud of him.  We loved him so much that we will never get over that 
loss.  He set a culture and an example for the rest of the Judges in this State to follow, which we 
think about and discuss daily in what we do.  He was an example to all of us in collegiality and 
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kindness and in hard work and doing the right thing, no matter how tough it was.  I say to his 
granddaughter and his son, we all feel like we were members of that family.  His dear friend, Ed 
Westbrook, who is up in that balcony, was one of his first law clerks and a dear friend of Judge 
Blatt’s.  He talked, at a graveside eulogy in Barnwell when Judge Blatt was buried, that no one 
could match his eloquence, particularly on a short evening like this.  Ed, I would be remiss if we 
didn’t recognize you.  Judge Blatt would be disappointed in us.  Thank you very much.  Ladies 
and gentlemen, I invite you to come to our courthouse to see the Sol Blatt Courtroom, go to the 
Charleston School of Law and see the Sol Blatt Library, look up on your History Channel or 
whatever you use for mass media who the man was.  You will come away with a great deal of 
pride that he walked among us, and we dearly miss him.  Thank you.” 
 
 There was a standing ovation in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, I’m going to share one more brief story about Judge Blatt, 
and not the one I just told you about with my Dad because I don’t know that that’s suitable.  
Judge Blatt was a great dancer, and he loved music.  I have just a little bit of musical talent from 
my grandmother who was an incredible piano player.  When I ran into Sol, some years ago, he 
told me how he used to love to listen to my grandmother play the piano.  He would often come 
out to Gennaro’s where I used to play and listen to the band that I was playing in.  Quentin, 
you’re really going to love this.  Most people don’t know this about Judge Blatt.  He was a 
drummer.  He was a drummer and a very, very good one, I understand.  I never heard him play, 
but during his college years and for some years thereafter, he played in a band and played the 
drums.” 
 
 Judge Duffy said, “As recently as two to three years ago.” 
 
 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “He was a great musician, as well.  So, next, we have another 
Proclamation we’re going to try to briefly make.  This one, Councilmember Shahid, once again, 
on recognizing Law Day, and if Scott Moise, the President of the Charleston County Bar 
Association, would join us.” 
 
 Councilmember Shahid said, “Unfortunately, he had to leave, so I have Judge Hughston, 
Thomas Hughston, and Kevin Holmes, a member of the Executive Committee.  I just have to tell 
you that Judge Hughston sent me a letter reminding me about Law Day.  I just wanted to bring 
this out to everybody’s attention, that the legal profession and our Judiciary gets beaten up 
every now and then, particularly when Judges take positions that are unpopular.  We have seen 
that recently.  Law Day was initiated many, many years ago by the American Bar Association as 
a reminder that we are a Country of Law and not a County of Men.  That our legal system is the 
backbone of our civilization, and what we do and what these Judges just exemplify and 
particularly, somebody like Judge Blatt, just exemplify the importance of having a solid Judiciary 
and a solid legal system in our community, makes our Country one of the greatest countries in 
the World, if not the greatest Country in the World, and we’ve just been blessed in this 
community with the number of Judges and the quality of Judges that we’ve had.  So, with that 
and Judge Hughston’s prompting, I just wanted to issue this Proclamation for Law Day.” 
 
 Councilmember Shahid and Mayor Tecklenburg read the Proclamation. 
 

---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
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 Councilmember Shahid said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Judge, would you like to say a few words?” 
 
 Judge Thomas Hughston said, “Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
 Judge Hughston said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor and members of Council for adopting that 
Resolution.  I just would like to say that I think it’s entirely appropriate that the theme for Law 
Day this year is that of the 14th Amendment.  It embodies the concepts of fair justice, equal 
protection of the law, due process of law, and it is an issue.  Those things that are mentioned in 
the 14th Amendment are issues that we have before us every day, in the Judiciary, before you 
every day, and I’m sure that you will give fair consideration of those as they come before you.  
Thank you very much.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 
 
 There was applause in the Chamber. 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Mayor, Mayor, Mayor.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Before we send everybody off, both of the presentations 
we’ve had today in the law and we hear a lot about lawyers, I just want to recognize my good 
friend, Kevin Holmes, who is in here today as also accepting the honor this Law Day.  Just so 
people know that we in the law aren’t always fighting with each other and battling, Kevin and I 
have been friends a long time.  I had the honor of performing the wedding ceremony for Kevin 
and his lovely wife, Mary, and he, in turn, performed the wedding ceremony for me and my 
lovely wife, Michelle.  So, Kevin, thank you for being here.  It’s great to see you.  Thank you.” 
 
 There was applause in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Since we’re talking about friends, lawyers, and judges 
here, I just wanted this Council to know the last two speakers, Judge Duffy and Judge Tommy 
Hughston, were both Citadel Class of 1965.  They were both my classmates at The Citadel.  So, 
if it wasn’t for me, we wouldn’t have had any top half of the class.” 
 
 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, thank you again for being with us.  So, I’ve got one more 
Proclamation to make this evening, folks, and I’m very honored and pleased to offer 
congratulations to my dear friend, Quentin Baxter.  I ask him to come forward, along with his 
parents, nieces, nephews, family, whoever would like to come forward with Quentin Baxter.  
You all can come on up.  It’s okay.  Come on up, Quentin.  I don’t know if I need to say any 
more than this is the finest jazz drummer on the planet Earth, in my opinion.” 
 
 There was applause in the Chamber. 



City Council minutes 
        April 25, 2017 page 7 

 

 
 Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Amazing, but I’ll read some portions of this 
Proclamation.  The National Museum of American History celebrates the month of April, April is 
a big month, as Jazz Appreciation Month.  Jazz Appreciation Month was created to stimulate 
and encourage people of all ages to participate in jazz.  So, we honor that in the City of 
Charleston.  Whereas, a native Charlestonian, Quentin Baxter, right behind me, was educated 
in the public schools of Charleston County and graduated from the College of Charleston with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music Theory and Composition.  Quentin Baxter was born into a family of 
drummers.  He draws upon Gullah traditions and has developed a stellar reputation as a jazz 
percussionist, arranger, composer, and producer through his association with other prominent 
musicians.  Quentin has brought South Carolina’s distinct jazz flavor in vibrant tradition to 
people all across the World, including places such as the Kennedy Center in Washington and 
the Lincoln Center in New York.  He is the first person to occupy the drum chair for the 
Charleston Jazz Orchestra and a founding member of the Charleston Jazz Initiative.  Quentin is 
also an adjunct faculty member of the College of Charleston School of Arts.  A gifted teacher, 
who helps his students grow as artists, performers, and future professional musicians, Quentin 
has received many accolades in recognition of his talents, including two Grammy nominations.  
Today, we celebrate his most recent accomplishment, which is kind of what brought him here 
today, the 2017 Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Governor’s Award for the Arts, the highest honor the 
State of South Carolina presents to the Arts.  This award showcases his commitment to greater 
community, and his belief that music is something to be nourished, documented, and shared.  
The City of Charleston proudly celebrates Quentin Baxter and the contributions he has made to 
our City, State, County, and the World in the arena of jazz music, and in recognition of Jazz 
Appreciation Month.  I encourage all of our citizens to participate in and support jazz music.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg read the Proclamation. 
 

---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
 

 There was a standing ovation in the Chamber. 
 
 Quentin Baxter said, “Wow!  Thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg, and thank you to everyone 
here, and all of my friends.  I have to say, as a jazz drummer, I stand on this stage, but I’m not 
the best drummer on the stage.  I have two right here, my Mom and Dad, who actually started 
the drums in the house and my oldest brother, Darryl, was the first one with a drum set in the 
house.  So, I had to wait.” 
 
 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 Mr. Baxter continued, “I had to get it right as soon as I got on it.  So, thank you to my 
family for the support all of these years.  Thank you to all my friends who are here and who 
couldn’t make it.  I thank all of you and I have to say in my career I’ve only played five concerts 
where it’s just solo drums.  I have to thank my fellow musicians, my practitioners who actually 
stand either beside me or in front of me as we get down with some swing for everyone to enjoy.  
So, I really would love to thank my fellow musicians for the love and support and the music.  
Thank you very much.” 
 
 There was a standing ovation in the Chamber. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  So, now we’re going to move on to the public hearings 
portion of our meeting.  The first public hearing is an ordinance regarding the zoning of 252 
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Coming Street, Mr. Morgan.” 
 
Christopher Morgan said, “Yes, sir.  Mr. Mayor, members of Council, this is 252 Coming 

Street.  We’ll have the map image up for you in just a minute.  It’s a request to go from Diverse 
Residential (DR-2F) to Commercial Transitional (CT).  It’s a structure that, since it’s been built, 
has had commercial uses in it.  It was built to house commercial uses as well as residential 
uses.  There have been a couple of other instances down the street where we have changed 
zoning to match the historic use of a building, and this is another one that makes sense from our 
standpoint.  Here is the location on Coming Street at the corner of Bogard.  Here is an aerial 
view and a street front view showing the renovations that have occurred on the building.  Again, 
both staff and Planning Commission recommend approval of this change.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?  Please come 

forward.  Mr. Bryant, please come forward.  Mr. Bryant, please keep your comments pertinent to 
252 Coming Street.” 

 
1. Anthony G. Bryant said he wanted to lay out the functions and policies of local 

planning in terms of being germane in that the plans and programs must be 
designed to promote public health, safety morals, convenience, prosperity or 
general welfare.  As well as for efficiency and the economy of its areas of 
jurisdiction in South Carolina.  He stated the rules for public comment were 
changed unilaterally to not allow people to comment on a project, and there was 
no public hearing regarding changing the rules and that the time allotted was 
changed. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Mr. Bryant.  Would anyone else like to be heard on 
this matter?” 

 
No one else asked to speak. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “If not, the matter comes before Council.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion to approve.  Is there any discussion?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Lewis, seconded by Councilmember Seekings, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 252 Coming Street (Cannonborough-
Elliottborough - Peninsula) (0.04 acre) (TMS #460-08-02-061) (Council District 3), be 
rezoned from Diverse Residential (DR-2F) classification to Commercial Transitional (CT) 
classification.  The property is owned by Frank Iwanicki and Caroline von Asten. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Mr. Morgan.” 
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Mr. Morgan said, “Yes, the second item, Item E-2, is on Saint Andrews Boulevard.  It’s a 
fourth of an acre, TMS #421-07-00-031.  It’s a rezoning request from Limited Business (LB) to 
Single-Family Residential (SR-1).  Essentially, that’s a voluntary downzoning by virtue of the 
applicant’s request.  The property is on Saint Andrews Boulevard, as shown on the map in front 
of you.  It’s adjacent to the marshes of the Ashley River.  This is an aerial view of the property 
there, undeveloped.  It has trees on it, and here is a view of it from the street.  Both Planning 
Commission and staff recommend approval.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Is there any discussion or comments?” 
 
Anthony G. Bryant said, “I requested to be heard.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Oh, I’m sorry, I thought you just had.  Please come forward, Mr. 

Bryant.” 
 
1. Anthony G. Bryant said he made a public comment with regard to a Water 

Monitoring Assessment and Protection study by Robert Devlin with DHEC.  He 
stated that the increase in water flooding has an impact on people and their 
property values, as well as the eminent domain that is being proposed in West 
Ashley.   

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “I note from our public hearings Items E-3 through E-12 are 

all annexations into the City and all to Single-Family residences, one classification, except for Item 
E-10.  Perhaps Mr. Morgan could call those addresses out for public hearing, rather than go one by 
one on all of these.  We might be able to move it along a little bit.  So, I would move that we take 
Items E-3 through E-12 altogether.” 

 
Councilmember White said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay, we have a motion to take all Items E-3 through E-12 

altogether.” 
 
The Clerk said, “But we never voted on Item E-2, so let’s start with Item E-2.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I thought we did.” 
 
The Clerk said, “We never voted on Item E-2.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I’m sorry, back to Item E-2.  Is there any discussion among 
Council regarding Item E-2?” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second.  Is there any discussion?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Shahid, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
 An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that Saint Andrews Boulevard (West Ashley) (0.24 
acre) (a portion of TMS# 421-07-00-031) (Council District 11), be rezoned from Limited 
Business (LB) classification to Single-Family Residential (SR-1) classification.  The property 
is owned by Cioffi Antonio Trustee. 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Now my motion to take Items E-3 through E-12.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now we have a motion to take Items E-3 through E-12 

altogether.” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, seconded by Councilmember White, City 

Council voted unanimously to consider Items E-3 through E-12 together. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Mr. Morgan, if you would just quickly go through all of them, and 

then we will open up the comment period for whoever would like to speak on any of the numbers 
E-3 through E-12.” 

 
Mr. Morgan said, “Mr. Mayor, I will point out that E-3 is actually 2395 Maybank Highway.  It 

is an annexation (4.60 acres).  It is a request, it’s not to Residential, it’s to Residential Office (RO).  
The property is shown outlined in the map in front of you, here along Maybank Highway, adjacent 
to some recently built apartments that are along Maybank Highway.  So, it is a request for (RO) 
coming into the City.  Both the Planning Commission and staff recommend approval, and I will 
zoom along through these other ones.  These are all Single-Family Residential (SR-1), Items E-4, 
E-5, E-6, E-7, E-8, and E-9.  Item E-4 is 1524 Grimball Road Extension.  Item E-5 is a vacant lot off 
of Folly Road.  Item E-6 is 1522 Grimball Road Extension.  Item E-7 is property on Grimball Road 
Extension as shown here near the intersection of Old Military and Secessionville, and then Item E-
8 is Ramsay Street on James Island as shown here, adjacent to the Municipal Golf Course, and 
then Item E-9 is 113 Riverland Drive on James Island, and, again, all of those, E-4 through E-9, are 
for Single-Family Residential.  Both the Planning Commission and staff recommend approval.” 

 
The Clerk said, “Also, you need to explain Items E-10 through E-12.” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “Okay, and then Item E-10 is 1844 Produce Lane.  It’s 0.65 of an acre.  It 

is a property that is requesting DR-2.  It’s adjacent to other property that is DR-2, shown here in 
brown off of Maybank Highway.  It would be an expansion of the proposed development that would 
be on this site.  It meets both the Johns Island’s plan and the City Century V Plan, and staff and 
Planning Commission recommend for the DR-2 on that location.  Item E-11 is 2413 Spring Garden 
Street in West Ashley, and that is a request for SR-1.  Then, Item E-12 is 822 Playground Road, 
which is in West Ashley, and it’s another one for Single-Family Residential.  Staff recommends 
approval of all these, as does Planning Commission.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Would anyone like to be heard on Items E-3 through E-

12?  Yes, sir, Mr. Bryant.” 
 
1. Anthony G. Bryant stated for the record a public comment was made at the 

Charleston Water Systems on April 25, 2017. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  Would anyone else like to be heard on any of these 
matters?” 

 
No one else asked to speak. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Hearing none, it comes before Council.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wilson. 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “A quick question for Christopher.  I see these on James 

Island, Grimball Road Extension.  Some of them look contiguous.  What is the plan there?” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “They are proposed for Single-Family Residential development in this 

area around Secessionville and Grimball Road.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “It’s not by accident that they’re all contiguous.  Is there 

somebody that is going to do something bigger there?” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “I believe so.  We have not seen a development plan for something bigger 

in that location, but we have, I think, a couple of different owners that are bringing them in.  They 
are in the same area where there has been some other development off of Cooper Judge Road in 
this location here.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Okay.  Do we have, for that whole area of the Island, do we 

have any kind of Master Plan?” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “Essentially, it’s an area that is recommended for low density Single-

Family-type of development, and that’s what these are coming in as.  It’s kind of a mix in here 
because we’ve got a lot of existing Single-Family Zoning that is already in the City, has been in the 
City in some cases for many, many years, and these folks are kind of donut holes around those.  
Grimball, as you know, carries over to Folly Road further to the West, and that’s where you get into 
what I would consider a little bit more of the more rural areas when you get to the Western side of 
Folly Road.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Okay, because I’m just doing a rough count of houses and 

what’s going in there.  That’s one of the things that we need to take a look at as a larger subject 
that has been added to tonight’s agenda, is a little bit of Master Planning and how we want to see 
things like this take up.  This is not, obviously, it’s not Multi-Family, it’s not General Business, that 
sort of thing, but nevertheless when I see contiguous properties being annexed, I know there’s 
something up, and especially when one of them is JJR Development, LLC.  So, that’s about ten 
houses between all of these annexations, that’s 10 to 12 houses that could be built.  They’re all 
small lots.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “That’s the 1.19 acres?” 
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Councilmember Wilson said, “Yes, I’m just watching very carefully.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Sure, absolutely.  Alright.  Are there any other questions or 

comments on Items E-3 through E-12?” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion to approve and a second.  Is there any further 

discussion?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bills: 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2395 Maybank Highway and adjacent vacant lot 
(Johns Island) (4.60 acres) (TMS #313-00-00-091 and 313-00-00-089) (Council District 5), 
annexed into the City of Charleston March 14, 2017 (#2017-025), be zoned Residential 
Office (RO) classification. The property is owned by James Coyne and Laura 
Vandermoere. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 1524 Grimball Road Extension (James Island) 
(0.58 acre) (TMS #427-00-00-085) (Council District 6), annexed into the City of Charleston 
March 28, 2017 (#2017-031), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) classification. The 
property is owned by Clyde and Carol Smalls. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that a vacant lot off Folly Road (James Island) (0.99 
acre) (TMS #427-00-00-114) (Council District 6), annexed into the City of Charleston March 
28, 2017 (#2017-033), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) classification. The 
property is owned by Clyde and Carol Smalls. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 1522 Grimball Road Extension (James Island) 
(0.41 acre) (TMS #427-00-00-008) (Council District 6), annexed into the City of Charleston 
March 28, 2017 (#2017-029), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) classification. The 
property is owned by Francina Backman. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that property on Grimball Road Extension and 
Cooper Judge Lane (James Island) (1.19 acres) (TMS #427-00-00-081 and 427-00-00-
113) (Council District 6), annexed into the City of Charleston March 28, 2017 (#2017-032), 
be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) classification. The property is owned by JJR 
Development LLC. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2205 Ramsay Street (James Island) (0.25 acre) 
(TMS #343-05-00-125) (Council District 11), annexed into the City of Charleston March 28, 
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2017 (#2017-030), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) classification. The property 
is owned by Edward Mungo. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 113 Riverland Drive (James Island) (0.55 acre) 
(TMS #343-01-00-006) (Council District 11), annexed into the City of Charleston April 11, 
2017 (#2017-038), be zoned Single-Family Residential (sr-1) Classification. The property is 
owned by Mary and James Gatch. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 1844 Produce Lane (Johns Island) (0.65 acre) 
(TMS #313-00-00-157) (Council District 5), annexed into the City of Charleston April 11, 
2017 (#2017-037), be zoned Diverse Residential (DR-2) classification. The property is 
owned by the Estate of Mary Lurie Hewett. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2413 Spring Garden Street (West Ashley) (0.29 
acre) (TMS #309-14-00-039) (Council District 7), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-
1) classification. The property is owned by Joyce H. Murray. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 822 Playground Road (West Ashley) (0.23 acre) 
(TMS #418-05-00-302) (Council District 7), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) 
classification.  The property is owned by Harriett S. Pinckney.  
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, Item E-13 was a matter that we are deferring, regarding the 

zoning of the Ashley Hall Plantation property, but if anyone from the public or any citizen is here 
and would like to comment on that matter, please come forward now.  State your name and 
address before making your remarks, please.” 

 
1. Kirby Smith, President of the Ashley Harbor Homeowners Association, said he was 

representing them, as well as the Ashley Hall Plantation residents, which were the two 
neighborhoods directly next to this property.  Their understanding was, the property 
was planned for annexation into the City with the intent of a cluster development, which 
the neighborhoods did not support.  He said there were numerous other problems that 
the cluster development would entail, such as annoyances to the neighbors with the 
road access, the style of homes, the impact on home values, no planned parking, and 
regulating the proposed park.        
  

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Would anyone else like to be heard on 
this matter?” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Williams. 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “I know we’re not discussing this matter, but I just want to go 

on the record that I have fully addressed, to the best of my knowledge, with Planning, and to the 
order of all of the concerns that Kirby has listed.  I want to make sure that Council knows that, in 
the interim of this being delayed, Planning is going to make sure that they call a public meeting to 
make sure that all of this is fully addressed.  The 32 letters that I’ve gotten, I’ve sent to Planning 
and also sent to the developer.  I’ve met with the developer on three occasions.  Kirby, thank you 
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for coming.  I have your concerns, and we hope that we can in 30 days, get this matter to a win-win 
situation for all.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “This is on the border of two districts, Councilmember 

Williams is to the right and I’m to the left.  If you’re ambidextrous, just turn around.  Can we get Mr. 
Lindsey to speak to clustering?  Is that something that’s automatic with SR-1, or is that the special 
exception, or something has to be applied to?  Also, is that something allowed in the County?” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “Thank you, Councilmember.  The Cluster Ordinance is a use of right in 

the SR-1 district and is not something which is available under the County.  It is consistent with the 
base zoning density of 4.8 dwelling units per acre which is the same as SR-1.  It’s not the 13.2 that 
was stated earlier, but in this case the proposal is actually less than two dwelling units per acre in 
the cluster division that’s proposed.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody.   
 
Councilmember Moody said, “While you’re up, Jacob, he (Councilmember Williams) 

represents one side of the street, and he (Councilmember Waring) represents the other side of the 
street.  I’ve got family that lives back there, but at any rate, I find it interesting we just annexed, 
basically, 12 pieces of property without any designation of what they were going to do with the 
property.  I believe that the annexation, if you took all of the other stuff off, the cluster and all of that, 
this is really not the venue to discuss that.  We’re really just discussing whether we want 
annexation or not, and how it’s going to be zoned.  All of the property around there is Zoned SR-1, 
and I, for one, would like to annex it.  Then, we have the discussion at the appropriate place on 
how we subdivide it and all that.  The opposite of that, or the other if we don’t annex it, you’ve got I 
don’t know how many acres back there, but it’s going to then stay in the County, and it will be 
developed by the County.  I don’t know exactly that I have a complete understanding because I 
think it’s kind of the same.  It’s not an SR-1, but it’s SR-4 or something.  The zoning in the County 
is what?  Do you know what that is?” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “It’s R-4, is the zoning in the County.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “R-4, but it’s basically as close to SR-1 as we can get, I mean, 

similar.  So, what could happen to that property if we didn’t annex it?  I believe, in Bill Moody’s 
opinion, we have a much more arduous process of getting through that subdividing and 
development than the County.  Could they put how many units on that, you said DR-4?  How many 
units, and could a tract builder come in there and build?  Right now, what I saw was about 60 or 
something units here and 50 percent greenspace.  If you had that DR-4, how many units could you 
put there if you left it in the County?” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “Councilmember, I don’t know the total number of dwelling units on the 

property, and we can come back to you on that total number.  The key thing is that the Cluster 
Ordinance allows the units to be moved around in a sensitive fashion to preserve a historic asset.  
Under the County’s Ordinance, you would have 8,000 square foot lots and a conventional layout.  
That’s the biggest difference between the two.” 

 
Councilmember Moody said, “That’s what I am saying, so 8,000 is the minimum lot size, so 

I don’t know how many minimum lots you could have in here, and then what is the size of the 
house or description of the house?  Is there any value proposition there?  Could you build a tract 
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home or something less than what may be that’s already built in the two neighborhoods?  I’m trying 
to be sure that we understand what we’re asked to do here.  So, I don’t know, we’ve got 30 days to 
think about this, but I think you all need to answer that.” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “Well, Councilmember, you were exactly correct at the beginning of your 

comments that this is the venue for the annexation and the zoning of the property.  The subdivision 
of the property, and the design of that subdivision is taken up by the Planning Commission.” 

 
Councilmember Moody said, “That’s really where the fight should occur over what it looks 

like, how many lot sizes, where they are, what the streets are, what the curb cuts are, that’s where 
that subdivision development has to take place.  Then, it has to go through Planning, since it’s part 
of the Overlay.  If they brought it in as a Cluster, it would have to go through the Planning 
Commission, through that process, and then it would come to us.  Is that not correct?” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “The subdivision does not come back to you.  The subdivision is a 

Planning Commission process.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Okay.  So, once they decide, that’s the end of it.” 
 
Mr. Lindsey said, “That’s correct.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Okay.  Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Shahid. 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Yes, thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Like Councilmember Moody, I 

have a lot of family members who live in this adjoining subdivision, and this property is next to my 
district, as well.  The questions I have, and I met with some of the folks out there who have been 
raising these concerns, have we done, or has the developer or the owner done, all of the studies 
necessary for us to take into consideration, like a traffic study, on this?  In other words, when we 
come back in 30 days, is there anything else that we need to be looking at or taking into 
consideration, such as a traffic study, or the questions that Councilmember Moody has brought to 
our attention, that we need the answers on, so that when we come back in the 30-day period those 
things have been addressed?  I know that the density is a huge question, and the e-mails that I’ve 
received really address not only the park question, but also the traffic incoming and out.  So, if 
there’s something else that we need to know about, I would like to have that at least addressed 
prior to our vote next month.” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “Councilmember, the traffic study is not required for the annexation and 

zoning.  It is required at a later stage in the review process, but we have committed to convene the 
developer and their neighboring residents to have a dialogue between the two.” 

 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Williams. 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “I just want to make sure that we clearly understand.  You 

are right, Councilmember Moody, the annexation is probably the most important part of this 
process to keep the integrity of the historic district, and that’s very important.  I think the stress point 
that I’ve experienced is having a clear understanding from Planning, to the community, that 
Technical Review process, in which all of that would be determined, to include the park, include the 
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traffic study.  All of that’s going to be vetted under the normal process of what we do, but the stress 
point has been at this point to these neighbors, what’s the best option that you’re going to get, and 
we’re kind of clear on that from Planning and the Commission that this annexation is the clear path 
to do that.  So, I want to make it clear that we’re setting the stage in this 30 days, and, as a matter 
of fact, if it was not for a mistake that was made by the notices, I think we would be neglecting our 
responsibility not to annex this property into the City to protect the integrity of the property, at least 
in my opinion, from my understanding, and the developer has just been wonderful working with it.  
So, in this 30-day process, all of those things will be vetted more clearly to give the neighbors, both 
in the gated community and the other neighbors, a clear understanding of what they’re getting.  I 
think you made the right point, to have this meeting and have them vet this thing out in terms of 
which options are best.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “I think we need some more clarification.  When it comes to 

this clustering, as I understood Mr. Lindsey to say, if it were annexed, because our Council is going 
to need more information prior to annexing this property, because if it’s done in the City at SR-1, do 
they have a right to cluster?” 

 
Mr. Lindsey said, “They do.” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “They do.  So, that does not come back in front of this 

Council.  In the County, if it were developed in the County, do they have the right to cluster?” 
 
Mr. Lindsey said, “They do not have an equivalent clustering ordinance.” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Thank you.  Now, the portion where we would like to 

exercise some influence, if you will, is not going to be allowed after the property is annexed into the 
City.  The leverage is, if it were in a PUD, we would have all of those answers.  It would be 
annexed and in a PUD, and we would have all of these answered and vetted before the zoning of 
that PUD would be completed.  That type leverage is not allowed in this particular process right 
now.  So, I agree with the Councilmember about the integrity of the history, but the integrity of the 
surrounding communities needs to be protected, as well.  At 8,000 square feet per lot in the 
County, they’re just simply not going to be able to do as many units.  The clustering does, in my 
opinion, take away from some of the integrity of the lots of the property owners of the people that 
live in and around this property.  So, we don’t want to find that, after we annex the property and 
have given up inherent rights that, had we known, we would have withheld that information of what 
can be done in the County, and as far as the grand oak trees.  I’m very, very familiar with this 
property since I was 12 or 13 years old.  As a matter of fact, we used to go in the horse stables and 
dig earthworms to go fishing.  That’s how long I’ve been familiar with this particular property and 
the site.  Those grand oak trees that border the road into the Old Plantation, many of them are still 
there, and in either case, they’re not going to be able to be cut down.  The historic piece, if they try 
to roughshod over that, it will probably end up in court.  So, it is a delicate property, and it should 
not be automatic to the point to where whatever leverage that the Mayor and this Council can exert 
to make sure that if we don’t have a finished product that we all aren’t proud of, we need to know 
that before we annex this property in.  Thank you.” 

 
Councilmember Williams said, “Again, Mayor, one point you can’t miss.  This annexation is 

voluntary and, in the process if it does not work out, this owner is going to have the right to remain 
in the County because that’s his right.  So, I think it’s just very important that we kind of just calm 
down a little bit, and let’s see, in this 30 days, if we can get these communities together and get a 
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win-win.  The bottom line is it’s going to be his decision to remain in the City, and, yes, this Council 
does have the authority to deny his annexation, but I think historically that would not be very 
unpopular, but very unfamiliar for a voluntary annexation to be denied.  I’ve been working with 
them for about six weeks.  I just think we’ve got to use this 30 days wisely with Planning and see if 
we can get a win-win because he has the right to annex into the City under our rules and 
guidelines that are consistent with the existing neighbors, and he has a right to remain in the 
County.  I do want to just be fair that, before he bought this property, he went to the Historic Society 
to talk about what he could do, and he is willing to put a conservation easement on this property to 
continue the historical integrity.  I just think that, in this 30 days, we might be able to get a clear 
path.  I think we need a clear path.  Again, every one of the 32 letters that I have received, I have 
sent to him, and I have told him and discussed with him the real need to sit down and talk with 
these adjoining neighbors.  Thank you.” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “Mr. Mayor, I have a follow-up question.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Councilmember Williams, please explain how that history 

that can be preserved in the City, cannot be properly preserved in the County?” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “My role is to be able to get a clear understanding of the two 

communities that eventually will have to live together, whether it’s in the County or it’s in the City.  
I’m not smart enough to do their jobs.  I’m going to let them do their jobs.  I’m going to do the job of 
trying to make sure that the neighbors and the owner sit with members of Planning, and whether 
we need to change the zoning, whatever we need to do to make this development in harmony with 
each other, I’m for.  I’m not objecting that this Council would deny his annexation, that’s our right.  
I’m not objecting to being put in a proper zoning to get what’s necessary, but he has a right and his 
right, I can’t answer that, his right is to sit down with the neighbors, and he appears to want to do 
that.  I think that I’ve asked Kirby (Smith) to give him a chance, but I don’t think we should be 
debating that tonight.” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “Just one thing about the history, I know you want to get away 

from that point, but I think this Council needs to know that this history can be preserved in the 
County under R-4, as well as in the City.  I own property in the County that has a conservation 
easement on it, and it’s done very well preserved in the County.  It’s through the Lowcountry Open 
Land Trust, and it is a plantation, so that could be done and achieved.  So, I don’t want this Council 
to vote uninformed.  That’s all.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “That’s right.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wagner. 
 
Councilmember Wagner said, “I don’t know if any of you all saw, I just accidentally grabbed 

this before I left my office.  It’s a memo to us via e-mail by a gentleman by the name of Donald 
Budman, Attorney at Law.  In here, he talks about the history, but the most important thing I saw is, 
I’m wondering about the annexation process, because his statement is, ‘the annexation petition 
was filed in December of 2016 and signed by the Estate of a Rosina Kennerty Siegnious’.  Yet, the 
property was sold in January of 2017 to Ashley Hall Partners, LLC.  It’s a holding company, and 
nobody knows who’s annexing it.  In other words, it was proposed for annexation that sits there for 
three or four months, and now another company has it, and they’re wanting to push through with 
the annexation.  I just don’t think that’s right.  I would think that the new company would have to 
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apply for annexation because we never acted on the first annexation.  The person has passed 
away, and it was in their estate.  We get a couple lawyers here, we got a whole bunch of lawyers 
here, they would have to answer that for us because I’ve got a feeling, this did come from an 
attorney, and we’re going to have to answer that question sometime.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I knew there was a reason we put the wrong date on that notice.” 
 
There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “We’ve got a little time to figure all of this out.” 
 
Councilmember Wagner said, “By the way, you all have this on your e-mail if you all will 

address it.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Would anyone else like to be heard on this matter on 

Council?  If not, we’ll move on to the last public hearing matter which is an ordinance to add 
provisions allowing the repair, replacement, relocation of non-conforming off-premise signs along 
Interstate system roads under certain conditions.” 

 
Mr. Morgan said, “Mayor and members of Council, this is really a kind of complicated way 

of saying that we’ve got some billboards that are along I-26 in the City that are in the path of the 
Port access road.  Normally, they would not be able to be replaced.  So, this is creating some 
changes that give them a right to relocate those existing billboards in the City, about a half dozen 
or so of them.  We can go into more detail if there are other questions on this, but it essentially 
allows for the relocation of these billboards, and both Planning Commission and staff recommend 
approval.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone from the public like to be heard on this matter?  

Yes, sir, Mr. Bryant.” 
 
1. Anthony G. Bryant said for the record he was a former BZA member in Charleston 

County.  He said he looked at the Ports Authority’s position regarding the neck area 
and tearing down of the right-of-way as well as the East Central area where DOT had a 
bunch of property at the Cooper River Bridge.  He questioned whether the signage 
coming down with the property leftover would be dedicated back to the City. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “No, sir.  None of the properties are actually on City property.  
They’re privately owned I believe.  Yes, ma’am.” 

 
2. Julia Copeland said she was there on behalf of the DOT and SCE&G to express their 

support for this amendment. 
 

There were no other speakers. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, this is before Council.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second, is there any further discussion 
or questions?” 

 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend Section 54-420 of Chapter 54 of the Code of the City of 
Charleston (Zoning Ordinance) to add provisions allowing the repair, replacement or 
relocation of non-conforming off premises signs along interstate system roads under 
certain conditions. 
 
Councilmember Wagner was not present for the vote. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we have our approval of City Council minutes from April 

11th.” 
 
Councilmember Wagner said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Riegel said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second.  Are there any additions, 

deletions, or corrections?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Wagner, seconded by Councilmember Riegel, City 

Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2017 City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, next we have our Citizens Participation Period.  As I 

mentioned at the beginning of the meeting, it’s a 30-minute period and we had about 30 people 
sign up.  So, we’re going to ask you to keep your comments to one minute a piece and the Clerk 
will give time.  I’m going to ask that everyone respect the decorum of this body and refrain from 
outbursts and clapping.  If you have a speaker that would like to solicit the support of the other 
people here tonight, a show of hands or asking everyone to stand up would be appropriate but 
we ask for you to refrain from any outbursts.” 
 

1. Anthony G. Bryant said he spoke at the Commission on Law Enforcement Agencies, 
Inc.  He stated the City of Charleston Police Department had him in Georgia and 
Connecticut, the Sheriff’s Department 8/1/2016 had him in Tennessee and Virginia.  
He submitted for the record a letter from Beth Drake, U.S. Attorney that the Clerk has 
along with other documents.  He said his name was known throughout the whole 
country and that the Secret Service talked to him about the demographic of 18 to 20 
year old African Americans and connected me to it.  He wants everyone to 
understand clearly that he’s not going out like this at all and he’s going to be fighting 
this forever.   
 

2. Mohammed Idris said Saturday there was a program honoring President Obama at 
Philip Simmons Park and that no one from the City attended.  He pointed out that it 
was held at Philip Simmons Park.  It was covered with trash although Marion Square 
is kept nice and clean.  He quoted Revelations 3.   

 
3. Reverend Charles Heyward said CAJM is not anti-police.  He stated they come 

before Council with the right tone and legitimate concerns with regard to racial bias 
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within the police department.  He said they have family members who are police 
officers and want a safe environment for them to do their work.  He said if they have 
a charge against Council, it is because of Council’s lack of participation with the 
public and lack of attentiveness.  He said this Council, this Chamber is a Chamber of 
the people.        

 
4. Amy Horwitz said she attended the Nehemiah Action Assembly the night before 

focusing on addressing racial discrimination.  She said they watched a video of black 
parents explaining to their children how to interact with police.  She stated afterwards 
the contrast between African Americans who have been impacted by racial bias and 
those who have not was striking and they stood in solidarity with each other.  She 
said real change needs to take place or the problem will persist.  She thanked the 
five Councilmembers that attended the Nehemiah Action.  She said she attended the 
Nehemiah Action and she shared with Council how powerful it was to have the 
opportunity to stand up in solidarity together with African American friends and 
neighbors whose experiences are so different from her own.  She said the five 
Councilmembers who attended were African American and the Councilmembers who 
did not attend missed that opportunity.  She stated we must find a way to make 
genuine progress together.  

 
5. Suzanne Hardee said last night over a thousand people from the community gathered 

to address racial discrimination practices for the second year.  She thanked the five 
African American Councilmembers who attended the Nehemiah Action but 
questioned why only the African American leaders took a stand.  She concluded that 
for them this crisis is real and needs real action.  She said when they met with them, 
many of them had shared stories of discrimination from the police just like many of 
our African American members had experienced.  She stated they had many, many 
white allies also at the Action who came in solidarity with their black brothers and 
sisters and this is how it should be but all of our white officials were conspicuously 
absent.  She said as a Unitarian, her faith tradition calls her to stand in solidarity with 
those oppressed and to strive to eliminate discrimination.  We have people captive in 
our own community fearful of the police. 
 

6. Ann Mitchum said last night she heard the testimony of Dwayne Germaine, father of 
Denzel Curnell, and the imaginable pain his family experienced at the hands of the 
police in the City.  His son, Denzel, was stopped by a Charleston Police Officer in 
Bayside because he was wearing a hoodie on a warm day.  Mr. Germaine also 
shared how after the shooting the Charleston Police Department processed the crime 
scene when their policy is that in an officer involved shooting SLED should process 
the scene before giving a statement or having his hands bagged from gunpowder 
residue.  He officer involved was allowed to go to the police precinct to shower and 
change clothes, and the forensic report gives conflicting statements by police and fire 
about why the body was moved nine different times.  She said most suspicious of all 
was that there were two cameras positioned to capture the scene but the police 
confiscated both videos and when they were finally released there were gaps and 
time skips.  She stated there were many inconsistencies and things of a suspicious 
nature that occurred. 

 
7. Reverend Leonard Griffin said Chief Mullen didn’t meet with Mr. Germaine until 

seven months after the incident and told Mr. Germaine he was getting too emotional 
and should move on with his life.  Mr. Germaine questioned how as a parent you can 



City Council minutes 
        April 25, 2017 page 21 

 

move on when there is no justice for your child.  Reverend Griffin said Mr. Germaine 
does not trust the Charleston Police Department and doesn’t know why anyone 
would trust them.  Reverend Griffin agrees with him and said that it is a slap in the 
face to contract a firm to do an audit for racial bias that doesn’t specialize in auditing 
police could do one now.  He stated this only makes them more suspicious about the 
department.  Multiple Councilmembers said that if we really do have one of the best 
police departments in the Country then we should have nothing to fear in hiring a real 
police auditor that has audited cities before for racial bias.  Mayor Tecklenburg ran 
on a platform of improving the efficiency of the City of Charleston.  He followed 
through on that promise by hiring the Novak Consulting Group and Ralph Tillis 
Financial Consultants to do a performance assessment of all City departments 
including the police which this Council approved and passed last month.  There’s a 
serious drainage problem in Charleston and Ralph Tillis specializes in water, 
wastewater, and stormwater management yet we are told that Novak which doesn’t 
specialize in auditing police for racial bias would do the police audit for racial bias on 
top of their efficiency audit.  They submitted their proposal, 16 cities and counties, 
where they had done prior policing work so we researched them.  We called them, 
read reports, proposals, and newspaper articles about the work.  A summary of that 
is in the paper we’re giving out now.  Not a single one of those cities or counties cited 
was a police audit for racial bias done.  So, not only do they not specialize in auditing 
for racial bias they’ve never done it before.  

 
8. Carol Tempel said intentional racial discrimination is occurring and if we are truly 

supportive of our black community members, then our job is to show up and stand in 
solidarity with our black brothers and sisters and support what they will allow them to 
finally build trust with the police.  She stated that a police audit for racial bias should 
be done by a firm that specializes in it, not a firm with neither specialty nor 
experience.  She said Councilmember Williams stated that it was a waste of taxpayer 
dollars to call in another company before Novak completes their assessment.  As a 
taxpayer, she said Novak should do the rest of the City assessments and then bring 
in a legitimate company for the police audit.   

 
9. Dr. June Murray said she moved to Charleston in 2013 from Nevada and just about 

two weeks after arriving in Charleston she was introduced to how some of the police 
work here.  She stated she went to court to dispute a $380.00 traffic ticket issued to 
her for not coming to a complete stop at a stoplight.  She told the officer that was not 
true and that she had saw him in her rearview mirror right behind her.  She knew that 
they were both at the light for at least four minutes and was at a full stop.  She could 
tell by the officer’s facial expression that he didn’t like that she had addressed him 
and he didn’t answer her questions but took her license and registration.  She said 
she fought the ticket in court because she had a very clean driving record and she 
had come to a full stop.  She stated the Judge believed her and tried to get the 
officer to waive his charge but he refused.  The Judge waived part of the fee and she 
paid $260.00. 

 
10. Claire Curtis said Chief Mullen, Mayor Tecklenburg, and several Councilmembers 

have said in the past that only 17 complaints were filed last year against the police 
department which is a low number but that doesn’t mean there isn’t a problem.  It 
must mean that there isn’t a problem but that’s not true.  She said according to the 
ACLU official data on the complaints filed by citizens regarding police conduct are 
important but present a number of problems.  Many departments do not release any 
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information on this subject.  Some publish a smattering of information on complaints 
and the percentage of complaints sustained by the department.  In more and more 
cities, a civilian review agency publishes this data.  Data on citizens’ complaints are 
difficult to interpret.  Here are some examples.  In 1990, it was widely reported that 
San Francisco with less than 2,000 police officers had more citizen complaints than 
Los Angeles with just more than 8,000 officers.  What that may mean, however, is 
that Los Angeles residents are afraid to file a report or don’t believe it would do any 
good.  San Francisco has a relatively independent civilian review process which may 
encourage the filing of more complaints.  Also, in 1990, New York City reported a 
decline from previous years in the number of citizens’ complaints filed but many 
analysts that simply reflected New Yorkers’ widespread disillusion with their own 
civilian review board.  Another problem is that in some police departments with 
internal affair systems officers often try to dissuade people from filing formal 
complaints that will later become part of an officer’s file and the number of 
complaints counted is also affected by whether or not the internal affairs system 
accepts anonymous complaints and complaints by phone or e-mail or requires in-
person sworn statements thus the official complaint rate complaints per 1,000 
citizens rather than being a reliable measure of police performance more than likely 
reflects the administrative customs of a particular police department.    

 
11.  Mavis Huger read a letter addressed to Mayor Tecklenburg dated April 24, 2017 

from State Senator Marlon Kimpson of Senatorial District #42 addressing gun 
violence and improved police practices as well as his support of the efforts of the 
Charleston Area Justice Ministry to build trust and provide a safer environment for 
the police and citizens in the community.  The letter also addressed his support of an 
audit be done by a firm with a specific expertise of auditing police departments for 
racial bias and encouraging a meeting with members of CAJM to discuss 
implementation of the specific audit.  Ms. Huger stated that she was stopped by two 
different officers for the same infraction after leaving church one night and that that 
doesn’t happen to others.  She said she is ready for a specialized audit for racial bias 
in policing and hopes that Council will support that as well and won’t continue to be 
silent in the face of their colleagues who have already stood up.   
 

 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much for coming, ladies and gentlemen.  
That’s the end of our Citizens Participation Period tonight.  Next is a Natatorium presentation by 
Councilmember Wilson.” 
 
 Councilmember Wilson said, “Thank you.  I’ll just wait 30 seconds until the Chamber 
empties.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would it be the pleasure of Council to take a five-minute 
break?” 
 
 Several Councilmembers said, “Yes.” 
 

City Council recessed at 7:22 p.m.  
 
City Council reconvened at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Let’s try to round them up here.  Alright.  Order in the 
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court.  Next is a presentation regarding a proposed Natatorium by Councilmember Wilson.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Alright.  We’ve got just about 

everyone here.  This evening I would like to talk about a subject that has been near and dear to 
me for what 15 years now.  It maybe makes a little progress, it’s two steps forward, three steps 
back.  I would like to try and reverse that.  I do have a video this evening.  A lot of people, 
including you all, probably don’t know what I’m talking about when I say a Natatorium or 
Aquatics Center.  What I’m talking about is an amenity that would be spectacular for this area.  
It’s not simply a City amenity, it’s a County, and it’s a State amenity because nothing like this 
exists anywhere in the State of South Carolina.  I can make some more comments following this 
but I would like you to see size and scope, to get an idea of what we’re talking about.  This is 
about four minutes long, but it’s a very entertaining four minutes.” 

 
A video was presented to City Council on the Natatorium. 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Well, thank you very much.  Just a few comments, and 

then we have David Burke from LS3P in addition.  I just ask that you bear with me. I know we’ve 
been here awhile this evening, but I’ve been waiting a long time for this.” 

 
There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
Councilmember Wilson continued, “As you can see, this isn’t the W.L. Stephens Aquatic 

Center that we’re talking about.  This is not the caliber facility that we currently have.  We really 
have not attended to our athletic facilities, whether it be land or water, for a couple of 
generations now.  We’re very, very badly behind.  I look at something like this and I see a tree 
with two limbs.  I see that community limb, which is essential, all sorts of programming things 
that we’re doing at a very elementary-level now, because we simply don’t have the capabilities, 
that can be augmented and a lot of creative programming, a lot of flexibility, we have 
tremendous potential.  So, we have that community element.  This is for our residents, any age, 
any demographic, any ability to swim or not swim.  We also have the special events category.  
That doesn’t just mean swim teams.  This is not all about swim teams and swim meets.  This 
goes far, far beyond that in what we could do with conferences.  I see all the time at MLK our 
dive teams from Police and Fire, Coast Guard, groups like that coming in and they’re stuck in 
this little, pretty much 14 x 14 foot, dive well.  That’s all we can offer right now.  So, we’re well 
behind.  We’ve got a lot of thinking to do.  We were talking about bookends in West Ashley this 
evening.  This is the other bookend.  If you want an economic driver, these are sorts of very 
unique facilities, that are unique to this community, unique to this State that we can begin to 
offer, that are going to address a void, and generate revenue and a whole new persona.  A lot of 
people will say, ‘Why don’t we just cover Herbert Hassell, cover James Island, we’re done.’  No, 
those facilities, have lived their lives, they’re worth keeping.  We’re not eliminating anything, not 
at all, but we can’t offer anything new.  There are limitations.  We can clean up the locker 
rooms, we can resurface the pool, we can do all of these sorts of things, but we haven’t created 
a single new program and we haven’t been able to make any tangible improvements to those 
facilities.  They are what they are.  We need to grow, we need to mature as a community, and 
this is one of those avenues in which we can do all of that.  Expensive?  Yes.  Payback?  
Enormous.  Enormous payback with something like this.  It will be an economic generator.  We 
want one of those igniters, here’s your ticket for an igniter to the Citadel Mall area, and I’m not 
saying specifically where.  I’m just going to say that general area at this point, but this is 
guaranteed to be an igniter.  I do want to ask, David Burke has been wonderful by hanging out 
all evening, but I do want to turn the floor over to David.  He is with LS3P.  He helped with the 
feasibility study, he’s certainly had a big hand in creating this video, and has been a wonderful 
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asset thus far.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Mr. Burke.” 
 
David Burke said, “Thank you, Kathleen.  Ladies and gentlemen, this has been 

something that’s been a long time coming for us.  We really enjoyed working on this project.  
We had an excellent partner with Counsilman-Hunsaker. They’re the #1 aquatics design 
consultant in the United States.  I love their moniker, they’ve designed more pools that have 
Olympic records than any other aquatics company in the world.  So, we have the opportunity for 
record setters in Charleston.  As you know, we have some huge competitors already here 
amongst ourselves.  I think this is a great opportunity to be an economic generator for the West 
Ashley community and for the City of Charleston.  I don’t know what else to say.  We’ve gotten 
all of the backup information.  I believe you’ve been given the presentation.  I gave the 
presentation to you about a year ago, but I would be happy to answer any questions.  I do know 
that the charettes have been going on in the last few weeks.  Last night, they had 20 different 
groups, that were in different sessions and they were all asked to rank their top five ideas for the 
region and for the West Ashley area, the West Ashley Planning Commission, on most of them, 
this aquatics center was listed in every single one of them.  The Citadel Mall area was listed as 
one of their top five as a place that needs to get some work.  So, I think this is a great drive for 
that.  I can answer any questions if you have any.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “What I will add is a number of people have asked about 

economic studies, Counsilman-Hunsaker did a rough study.  We have done a little more of a 
refined study, which I will send to all of you electronically.  We did that through the College of 
Charleston who works in conjunction with the CDV to input specifically Charleston data and it 
comes back as a rather impressive study as to what this could generate for the area.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Shahid. 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “I just wanted to echo what David had just mentioned, Mr. 

Mayor.  You were present last night at the John Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Councilmember Wagner, and Councilmember Moody were present, and it was really interesting.  
This was not really prompted by the facilitators concerning the Natatorium, but it was interesting, 
as David just mentioned to us, that the Natatorium and the location of the Natatorium by the 
Citadel Mall area was generated by a bunch of folks.  So, we’re not making any decisions 
tonight, we’re not voting on anything tonight but part of the revitalization of West Ashley, I think 
having this as a component along with the potential of having other athletic facilities combined 
with this would give us a great new direction over into West Ashley.  So, this is all very exciting.  
I’ve seen the video, I think twice now, but I just wanted to commend Councilmember Wilson and 
David for their work.  For information purposes, since you all of aware of how the community is 
responding to this and it has been a very positive initiative so far.  Thank you all for doing this.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I want to thank Kathleen for all the 

work that’s gone into this.  I really wasn’t aware of all of this even knowing what Kathleen does.  
My son, Brantley, and his wife have a son who is a year-round swimmer.  I never even knew 
you did, but this particular kid is finishing his Sophomore year and he swims every morning.  He 
gets up, goes to one of these pools with the team, and he swims for a couple hours every 
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morning before school.  He and his family, his mother and father, one of them or both of them, 
travel all over the Southeast.  They go to Birmingham, Greensboro, North Carolina, Charlotte, 
and they go to Atlanta.  There’s a facility, I’m not sure where it is up in Greenville, but these are 
State, Regional, and Southeast competitions.  Every weekend they are going somewhere, and 
there is an economic impact.  They start on Friday, usually leave Friday right after school or at 
noon to get wherever they’re going.  They swim all weekend, sometimes getting up early 
Monday morning to come home.  So, they spend three or four days eating, sleeping, doing all 
the stuff that they need to do.  This would be the same kind of impact on West Ashley to have 
that type of folks coming in on somewhat of a regular basis and doing that, but that’s one kind of 
event.  This could be on and on and on.  Thank you.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Swim meets are just one small facet but it’s time to mature 

as a community.  We need to mature.  We will call ourselves world-class all the time, let’s see 
it.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring followed by Councilmembers 

Wagner and Williams. 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  First, I want to thank Council 

because if you remember a little bit before your time, we appropriated money for this work to be 
initiated.  So, Mr. Burke, thank you, and certainly your leadership Council Lady.  But, in thinking 
on a big project like this, we, meaning the City, have to put together a financial formula and, 
obviously, that formula is going to include others besides the City, the County, even the State.  
In some cases, even St. Francis Hospital or MUSC because of therapeutic aspects of people 
who have hip and other operations there have their physical therapy in the pool.  There are a 
number of allies to this process but at some point, and this is not tonight, but at some point 
soon, we need to begin to cobble together that financial formula for a major objective like this to 
be paid for.  I just wanted to kind of throw that out, where to from here, we need to start putting 
together the finances to make it happen.  Just as we did with the Gaillard, just as we did over a 
number of fiscal years, believe it or not with the Waring Senior Center.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wagner. 
 
Councilmember Wagner said, “The closest thing I guess that we really have is in 

Greensboro, to this type of Natatorium.  At a certain Councilmember’s urging, and I will not call 
her name, but I stopped by the Greensboro Natatorium.  It’s right on the same basic campus as 
the Greensboro Coliseum, because I really didn’t know what she was talking about except the 
one that is planned, the one that we saw the plans for over at the Bishop Gadsden about a year 
ago.  As I recall, it is bigger and better, and the thing that struck me is we used to have 
Skateland downtown, well, they have a section of the pool and that’s where they have birthday 
parties for kids.  The old folks get up at 5:00 a.m. in the morning and they’re in the pool and that 
pool stays open about 16 hours a day and there is always somebody in it.  The other thing they 
told me was that part of the U.S. Olympic Dive Team trained there, the women’s water polo 
trained there for the U.S. Olympics.  So, when I saw the Olympics I said, ‘Wow!  That’s what this 
is about’, the diving platforms, and the long distance for the swimming.  Then, I asked a silly 
question, ‘Who funds this?’, ‘How much does the City fund?’, and they said, ‘Almost all of it is 
paid for by private donations’.  Well, that’s tobacco alley, they’re very close to.  They’re not very 
far from Wake Forest, 40 miles there, Duke, UNC, that’s the hub right there and that’s why they 
play their ACC tournaments in Greensboro, which is right across the parking lot.  So, I would 
urge you guys, let’s really think about this, because it was very impressive.  I asked them if I 
could bring some of you guys with me back up there so we could talk about it.  We never got the 
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road trip done but I think if you get in there and take a good hard look at the numbers, you’re 
going to find out this is a pretty doggone investment.  If I could swim the English Channel I 
probably wouldn’t believe her, but she can, so I believe every word she tells me.” 

 
There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Williams. 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “I think it’s great. I’m getting a little nervous about where 

we’re heading.  I think we might be heading in a good direction in terms of how we package the 
funding of this, but it’s kind of a little nervous to think about.  I have not seen in two years any 
staff participation in this to put together some numbers, some hard numbers that would be 
consistent with this.  This could be a huge undertaking, and also I think that if you look at $19 
million that we’re trying to raise for the African American Museum; if you look at mandates for 
State funding, and not to knock the project, mandate the State funding; you look at the Mayor 
and the CDC (Community Development Committee) trying to push together an affordable 
housing bond, there is a lot of work that we’ve got to do.  I just think that I would like to see more 
staff participation, especially Finance, to put some numbers to this to see what these numbers 
look like, and certainly, I think that I echo the fact, that it’s not what we have, it would be ten 
times better than what we have.  But, I think you have to deal with deficiencies and the fact of 
the matter with a City our size, we lack not only the conditions of our pool, I think I saw a study 
where we should have three more pools that’s adequate for our facilities, and I would be remiss 
not to remember our families on Johns Island that have nothing.  I think that if we can get some 
numbers on this, but I would like to see our City study this and also look at how we can start to 
put together some inadequacy that exists now like, no swimming pool on Johns Island at all, no 
community center at all.  I appreciate, Mayor, since you came, you were able to get with 
Reverend Mack, and you’re really reaching out, but that’s 21 years of whoever’s neglect of 
nothing there, and we annexed a great portion of Johns Island.  He came to us twice since 
you’ve been here, once at Bishop Gadsden.  So, I think this is a great program, but I would like 
to see more. I think that we’re shortsighted without having staff involved in this.  I don’t know of 
any.  The only reports I get are from you as the Chairman.  I don’t know, I think it’s time now that 
we’re moving in this direction to get staff.  Let’s get some numbers, some real hard numbers, 
and look at how this is going to work, if it can work.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Gregorie followed by Councilmember 

Lewis. 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “This is just for clarity, staff was involved as a part of the 

committee on this initially.  If I’m not mistaken, our Director of Recreation participated in a lot of 
what was brought forward.  So, just for clarification staff has been involved in this process 
already.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Lewis. 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “It looks like a good project.  I don’t swim, I can’t swim, but 

the swimmers are sitting over there.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “I can help you.” 
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There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “But I think it will be a good private public partnership if we 

could get it put together but, we got to remember we still have a lot of our parks and facilities 
and we’ve got Herbert Hassell Pool, which is an old pool.  It needs a lot of work.  So, when 
we’re beginning to put monies together to try to help fund this, remember that we need to take 
care of what we’ve got first, before we start putting the monies to something new.  I know it’s 
going to take a private public partnership to do a project this size, because just thinking in my 
mind, you’re looking at a $30, $40, or $50 million project.  Frankly, I don’t what it is, but we’re 
going to need some help.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We do have a number.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “We do have numbers.” 
 
Mr. Burke said, “Yes, I’ve got the numbers here.  So, we did a construction estimate with 

the building itself and this project that you are seeing today is estimated around $38.8 million.  
That’s for that building.  We also had an economic impact study and I’ll tell you, it’s extremely 
conservative.  I don’t know if any of you have been to a swim meet in this area, but they’re 
slammed.  People bring their lawn chairs and they actually sit in the parking lot and they wait to 
find out when their kid is going to actually swim to actually bring their lawn chair inside to watch, 
because you don’t have the venue for it.  Counsilman-Hunsaker was shocked to see that our 
local meets were equivalent to the size of some national meets.  So, the numbers that they use 
were woefully low compared to, and they were still looking at over a $5 million annual economic 
impact with just the numbers that they were using.  So, I would say that that conservative 
number would put us at a much higher economic impact annually than where we started.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “I just want to add, the Mecklenburg Aquatic Center in 

Charlotte was done by Counsilman-Hunsaker.  Mecklenburg County Council, when it was built, 
got hold of it and made some crucial cutbacks that they kind of regret to this day, however, they 
got to the point where they needed to add on.  David, who was it who helped with what a third of 
that cost of adding on to the building?” 

 
Mr. Burke said, “On adding on to Charlotte Mecklenburg?” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Charlotte Mecklenburg.” 
 
Mr. Burke said, “Well, they had other private partners too.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Right.” 
 
Mr. Burke said, “Which one are you thinking about?” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Businesses.” 
 
Mr. Burke said, “Oh, yes, the local business communities.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “The local businesses around the facility . . .” 
 
Mr. Burke said, “The hotels, a lot of the hotels.” 
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Councilmember Wilson continued, “Hotels have been so slammed and have had such 

great results from the facility they actually contributed to the pot to have the addition.” 
 
Mr. Burke said, “Yes, and we’ve had some conversations with local business 

communities in and around that area and they’re very excited about this project.  I would say the 
hospital, somebody mentioned St. Francis, other of the hospitals are interested in this and as 
you know, the College of Charleston doesn’t have their swimming facility anymore and they 
have had some interest in participating, as well as the State.  So, there are people who are 
already interested in contributing especially when they think about what the impact is going to 
be in this community.  It could be not only the City of Charleston’s Aquatics Facility, it could be 
the College of Charleston, it could be Roper St. Francis, we could put another name on it.  
There are lots of naming opportunities in this area with Volvo and Mercedes and we could name 
a few more, Boeing.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “But, I do also want to mention and I won’t keep you, I 

could keep you all night but I won’t.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson continued, “We have the Family Circle Cup, and get Venus and 

Serena who come in, we’ve had some really unbelievable athletes come through Charleston.  
We could be doing the same thing.  We could go and see Katie Ledecky swim.  Maybe get 
Phelps, who is retired but he’s coaching now, to bring his team.  So, the possibility for exposure 
to high-level athletes and our national teams, our Olympic teams, that sort of thing, it’s not going 
to happen every day but absolutely, the world is waiting for us.  I can’t tell you how many 
coaches around the Country have said, ‘when are y’all going to get busy and build something in 
Charleston?  We would love to come.’  That has been said to me on more than one occasion.” 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Are there any other comments or 
discussion?  If not, I would like to move forward to a couple of Board and Commission 
appointments.  First, is the Colonial Commons and the Ashley River Embankment, and then 
there is the Small Board of Architectural Review.” 

 
Councilmember White said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion to approve.  Is that for both committees?  Is 

that okay to include them together?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Is there any discussion?” 
 
Councilmembers White and Gregorie confirmed. 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember White, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted to approve the appointments for the Colonial Commons and Ashley River 
Embankment Commission and Board of Architectural Review-Small. 

 
---INSERT APPOINTMENT MEMOS--- 
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Councilmember Seekings said, “Just very briefly, Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “On BAR-Small, as you know, one of the seats that 

we’re replacing is for Richard Farrier, who was a friend of this community, a friend of mine, who 
died in a very untimely and tragic fashion at the age of 58 recently.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I think we recognized his passing when you weren’t here.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “When I wasn’t here, but I just wanted to make sure I got 

on the record, and I saw that his replacement is actually here tonight.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “That’s right.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Jay Claypoole.  So, I just want to recognize him.  He’s 

sat now through a long meeting.  So, congratulations, this is what it’s about to be like in your life 
for a long time.” 

 
There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
Councilmember Seekings continued, “So, Jay Claypoole, congratulations.  So, thank 

you, Mayor, I appreciate it.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “You’ve just been voted in.  You can’t get out now.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you for your future service, Mr. Claypoole.  We 

appreciate it.  Okay, next we have four appointments of Code Enforcement Officers.” 
 
Councilmember White said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember White, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted to approve the appointment of the following Code Enforcement Officers: 
 

---INSERT APPOINTMENT MEMOS--- 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we have the appointment of Keith Benjamin as Director 
of Traffic and Transportation.  Can I hear a motion and a second?” 

 
Councilmember Lewis said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Riegel said, “Second.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you so much.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Does this require approval, or is this just for information?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I believe as a Department Head that it does require approval.  

Yes, sir.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Okay.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I think a few of you all have had the occasion to meet Mr. 

Benjamin.  He is a young man, but very talented and very smart.  He graduated from 
Swarthmore College, and to this day, he is working for the United States Department of 
Transportation in both policy and in funding.  So, he really understands the connection between 
access in terms of mobility and opportunity, and I think he has a great understanding of the 
need for multi-model and different ways of getting around.  Finally he just seems to be a fine 
young man.  So, I recommend him highly to Council.  Is there any discussion or questions?” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg.  You and I have talked 

about this appointment.  I’ve met Mr. Benjamin.  Everything you said about him, he’s a fantastic 
guy, engaging, young, has a lot of energy.  I’m going to vote in favor of him, as I told you I 
would.  I would like to renew my request of you, Mayor, and this Council, to look at closer ties 
between our Planning Department and our Traffic and Transportation Department, given the 
fact we are where we are.  The amount of time we’ve talked about the revitalization of West 
Ashley, what’s happening Downtown, we have lots of things that involve both planning, transit, 
and mobility together, and so I would urge all of us in this Chamber to look closely as we bring 
Mr. Benjamin on.  It’s a very good time, sort of a rebirth of what we’re doing here in the City in 
terms of planning and transportation, to look at closer ties between those two departments, to 
make sure that we’re doing everything that we can every day, to address what are mounting 
problems with mobility, not just in the City of Charleston, but regionally.  So, I’m going to get my 
favorable vote and urge that we get with Mr. Benjamin as soon as he gets here and look at all of 
the opportunities we have to get closer ties between those two departments.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Councilmember Seekings.” 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Just for information, Mr. Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Shahid. 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “When is he expected to hit the ground running?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, his wife is expecting a baby any day.  I know he was 

here last week and was concerned that she might deliver while he was here last week.  So, just 
as soon as we can confirm approval, he will be giving notice to the United States Department of 
Transportation.  I believe it will be about a month from now that he would be able to start, and 
let me just address that.  Even though he’s a young man, he’s been deeply involved in policy, 
and I think he really has the mindset to be able to fully engage with our Planning Department 
and pursue that vision.” 
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Councilmember Shahid said, “The reason for that, if I just may follow up, the reason I 

was asking that, Mr. Mayor, was to tie in with what Councilmember Seekings had just brought 
up.  It would be beneficial if he could participate in some of these workshops that are underway 
already with the Revitalization Commission.  I think if he hears some of the things that people 
are talking about now, it may give him a little bit of a flavor.  So, I defer to his wife giving birth, 
obviously.” 

 
There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
Councilmember Shahid continued, “But, if he can, if we can communicate with him the 

dates of these events, and then he can participate in some of these open sessions and 
workshops, it may be helpful for him as he comes to Charleston.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Right.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Gregorie. 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Yes, Mr. Mayor, just to piggyback on something that 

Councilmember Seekings said with regard to communications between departments.  I don’t 
think that it’s just communication between Transportation and Planning.  I think that the 
performance assessment that’s being conducted will probably show that there is a need for 
communication throughout City departments, not just Transportation and Planning, because you 
can say there needs to be better communications with regard to Public Services and Planning.  
We can go on and on and on with it.  So, I’m hoping that the performance assessment that is 
being conducted would bring that out, that there is a need for communications between all of the 
departments in the City, not just Transportation and Planning.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  Thank you very much.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Lewis. 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Yes, since Councilmember Gregorie brought that up, I was 

thinking along the line of the next time we have a retreat, I hope that we would think about 
maybe doing a little session on standing committees and what their responsibilities are. I know a 
lot of time on these committees there are things we can do and can’t do, and a lot of stuff we 
send to the Planning Commission.  So, maybe we need to look at standing committees, we 
need to look at our Rules of Council, and we need to look at the way our Rules of Council stand 
with the Federal and the State Government Home Rules.  I think it’s something that this Council 
needs to look at, so I hope you will consider the next time we have a retreat, to look at these 
three items.  It would probably help us be better Councilmembers, understand the governments, 
what we can do, and what we can’t do.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I will.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis continued, “That would be the standing committees, the Rules of 

Council, and the Home Rules, which were adopted sometime in the ‘70s in the State of South 
Carolina.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “The Clerk has just confirmed she will remind me.” 
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Councilmember Lewis said, “Thank you.” 
 
The Clerk said, “I’ve got it written down.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, just one more comment, as I stated in my memo to you, 

we’re all thankful for the great service and knowledge of Robbie Somerville, who has been our 
acting Director of the department, and Michael Mathis, who so ably handles nuts and bolts of 
particular transportation issues and traffic issues in our City, and the addition of Keith will really 
compliment a really good team.” 

 
On a motion of Councilmember Lewis, seconded by Councilmember Riegel, City Council 

voted unanimously to approve the appointment of Keith Benjamin as the Director of Traffic and 
Transportation. 

 
---INSERT APPOINTMENT MEMO--- 

 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we added to the agenda a discussion item. It is almost 
intended to be like a little tiny workshop session, because at the last couple of meetings, we had 
gotten significant input from our citizens over on James Island about growth and development 
over there, particularly a multi-family development.  Johns Island is also an area where similar 
issues have come forward, and I don’t have a specific proposal to bring to you tonight, but I do 
have an idea. I wanted to share it with you and then have a little discussion, and if it’s the 
pleasure of Council, come back in a couple of weeks with an ordinance.  Here is one basic idea 
to consider, and you know during my campaign, Councilmember Gregorie, I sometimes referred 
to our City as being composed of five boroughs like New York City has five boroughs.  
Charleston really does, too, Downtown, James Island, Johns Island, West Ashley, and Daniel 
Island/Cainhoy.  They’re all distinct.  They’re different, and they have their own personality, their 
own feel, and are special, different parts of our City.  So, here’s an idea that came up last week 
when staff and I were together just talking about these issues, that we, in essence, strive to 
create a Zoning Code for each borough in our City.  So, we would end up after some study and 
thought about what makes West Ashley unique, for example, through the West Ashley Plan, 
have information coming out of this Master Plan to be able to create a West Ashley Code.  Well, 
we could do the same for James Island and Johns Island.  The Zoning Code of this City was 
really developed for the Peninsula over time, and so what has happened is we’ve applied those 
Zoning Regulations to suburban parts of the City, and they really don’t fit sometimes.  So, the 
good example, I think, is General Business Zoning, and I’m just going to take this as an 
example.  Maybe, General Business doesn’t mean the same thing on James Island that it 
means Downtown or on Daniel Island.  Maybe, if we had a James Island Code, it would 
somehow redefine certain Zoning Codes pertinent to the area that it’s in.  So, for example, we 
had on James Island just recently, by right, a developer by the movie theater, he didn’t need a 
change in zoning, and it was zoned General Business.  He’s allowed, because of that zoning, to 
do 26 units per acre, and in some places that’s a fine thing, but on that particular location, if we 
were to think of it from scratch, if there hadn’t of been a movie theater there, would we have 
wanted that development there?  Maybe not, and so if you think it out, every other General 
Business Zoning up and down James Island could become a multi-family site.  They’re mostly in 
commercial districts, and so I would ask the question, ‘Is that what we really want?’, and if we 
had a James Island Code that specified these kinds of things, it would disallow that kind of thing 
where we didn’t want it.  Taking that thought to the next step would be for staff and the Planning 
Department, along with input from Council and our citizens over the next, it would probably take 
six months to a year, think about what becomes a James Island Code.  In the meantime, I would 
suggest to you that we limit applications coming into the City for those items, those 
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developments that are big enough in density to trigger review by the Technical Review 
Committee, the TRC, and I believe the limits are four units per acre or 1,500 square feet for a 
commercial building.  So, it’s just a thought and perhaps Jacob Lindsey, our Planning Director, 
could elaborate a little more on the conversation that we had with staff just the other day, and 
then I would just like to throw that open and see what you all think.  Mr. Lindsey.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “You said something about applications?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, that we would, what is a good term there, that we would 
not accept applications for new development until we were able to, not all new development, but 
those that would trigger the TRC review level which would be four units per acre.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Mr. Lindsey.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsey said, “Thank you, Mayor.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “What did I leave out?” 
 
 Mr. Lindsey said, “On James Island in areas that are commercially zoned presently, we 
would welcome the opportunity to look at those again and to create a James Island specific 
Code that could help to be very clear about creating development that looks and acts in context 
with James Island and the same would, of course, be the case in Johns Island if we are allowed 
the chance to study that, meaning development which is in scale with those areas, development 
which is in keeping with those places.  That, of course, requires some study, but we would 
welcome the chance to do so.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Just a question, we can call it whatever we want to call 
it, but it sounds like a moratorium of some sort.” 
 
 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Trust me, I think it’s a good thing, but somehow we need 
to pull drainage in this, as well, because the James Islanders are not just suffering from the 
overdevelopment that’s occurring, but also the effect of the overdevelopment on existing older 
neighborhoods.  So, somehow when we start talking about the Code, we need to also pull into 
that the effects it may have on drainage.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, if I could address that.  As I think you know, Mark Wilbert 
is our acting Chief Resiliency Officer, and he and staff are going to this incredible effort, it was 
behind the scenes, to take that Resiliency Report that Council passed about a year and a half 
ago, and they are prioritizing that thing step by step, and this is all regarding drainage and 
flooding as their main focus.  So, they will be coming up with a set of recommendations 
regarding development, drainage, and flooding.  So, I kind of feel like we got this other effort 
that’s ongoing and really going to be thorough, that’s going to address that issue separate from 
this.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “So, we’re still going to do the drainage study that we 
committed to sometime ago, Central Park Road, Fleming, I think Folly Road, and I can’t 
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remember where the other boundary was.  It’s called the WAMBAW?  I can’t remember what 
the study is called, but I just want to make sure that that doesn’t get lost in all of this.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “That’s correct.  It won’t.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Okay, because many of our neighborhoods are 
depending on the results of that study.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “That’s right.  Correct.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wagner. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We’re going to talk about Johns Island in a minute.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “Well, that’s fine, however, we’re full.  No more houses, 
please.  We’re full.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Like others.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings followed by Councilmember 
Moody. 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg.  I think you’re on to 
something, and just to sort of work off of the analogy that you have brought forward, which is the 
five boroughs of New York.  As you know, each one of them is separate and distinct and has its 
own personality, as do our communities, but every single one of those boroughs is connected in 
more than one way to each other, and that is something that, as we do any zoning in any area, 
be it on James Island, on Johns Island, and West Ashley, or Downtown, and we build a Zoning 
Code through Mr. Lindsey’s department with the advice and consent of our Traffic and 
Transportation Department, our new Director, is that all of our Zoning Codes think going forward 
about transit and transportation, and we build something in there that takes care not of just 
what’s at the end of the driveway, not what’s at the end of the development, but what’s at the 
end of the line for all of the people that are coming and going around.  I think that’s a piece 
that’s been missing in our Zoning Code for a long time.  This is an opportunity, now, and there’s 
never a lost opportunity when you have another chance.  We do here, to build into all of the 
things as we go forward, no matter what part of the City that we’re talking about, to make sure 
that as developments come forward, whether they’re single-family houses, or whether they’re 
multi-unit, or whether they’re businesses, that we know how the people are getting in and out, 
not just at the end of the street, but at the end use.  So, I think it’s a worthy effort.  It’s going to 
be a huge amount of work, and it’s going to have to take into account a lot of things but we 
ought to get going yesterday.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.”   
 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody followed by Councilmember 
Wilson. 

 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Councilmember Seekings took a little bit of my thunder, 
but when you said something a minute ago, you talked about that theater on James Island.  You 
said that you wouldn’t have developed it as a theater or as apartments?” 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “As apartments.  I said we might not have.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Right, and I don’t know how you put all of this together, 
and I haven’t looked at that site.  To me, that would be the perfect place for apartments because 
of transportation.  It’s on the main drag, and it’s close to the Connector.  It seems to me like that 
would be a perfect place for apartments because if you had the right transportation that would 
go by there, that would be a good way of moving a lot of people around.  So, to me, I was going 
to kind of tie this in to kind of what Mike (Councilmember Seekings) was saying, but it just 
seems to me like there’s more than just the use of the property itself, that there’s got to be a lot 
of them, and you mentioned drainage.  We mentioned transportation.  When you start zoning 
this stuff, you have to be sure more of that stuff is there.  That’s what causes all of this angst, in 
my opinion.  It’s not just the number of apartments, but they start looking for all these other 
things.  It’s a big job.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I don’t disagree.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “It’s a huge undertaking.  I don’t know how we fix it, but I’m 
kind of like Councilmember Gregorie over there. I kicked my partner over here and said, ‘it 
sounds like a moratorium to me.’” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, as I mentioned, we’ll have this zoning, this drainage 
overlay, when this group finally finishes that will also be a factor for development of that.  In my 
view, that should apply everywhere amongst the five boroughs.  If it’s close to wetlands or in a 
hundred-year flood plain it shouldn’t matter where you are when we come up with those new 
parameters.  In a similar fashion, I think we’re going to come to Council with a proposal 
sometime about an increase in density where we have the BRT (Bus Rapid Transit).  Where we 
have public transit, that’s the place to put some people, and if the BRT were going up and down 
Folly Road, we might think differently about what our density ought to be.  So, yes, all these 
things overlay, and it’s very complicated, but since we weren’t doing that before, that’s kind of 
why we’re in the mess we’re in.  We built in areas that we shouldn’t have.” 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wilson. 
 

 Councilmember Wilson said, “Thank you, and hallelujah.  This is something that has 
been long coming, a comprehensive look, and that’s been the flaw in our Zoning Code is it has 
been one size fits all.  We’ve been squirming trying to escape from that, and when 
Councilmember Moody says ‘apartments at Carmike Theater’.  I’ve got a bad ‘wing’ right there.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I didn’t say that exactly.  I just said that’s what he said, and 
my reaction.” 
 
 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “You’re backtracking here.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I said, ‘might’.” 
 
 Councilmember Wilson said, “At any rate, I would be most pleased to assist our 
Planning Department, at least with the James Island portion, just because I know it so well and, 
again, can give a lot of insight.  This is exactly the sort of direction that we need to be moving in.  
I don’t know whether James Island correlates more to the Bronx or Queens.” 
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 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 The Clerk said, “I’m a Bronx girl.” 
 
 Councilmember Wilson continued, “Oh, you’re a Bronx girl?  Alright, but at any rate, yes, 
absolutely, this is a ton of work, but we don’t need to take it all at one time. We could take one 
borough at a time, but this is the direction that we need to go, finally, I think, and then consult 
with the others on the Island.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Shahid followed by Councilmember 
Waring. 
 
 Councilmember Shahid said, “Mr. Mayor, we may be a little bit far afield with this idea, 
but hearing the discussion that we’ve had so far about the zoning for James Island and Johns 
Island and the issues that have been brought up with transportation, drainage, and things of that 
nature, one of the things that we haven’t talked about with all of that is that we are limited on our 
jurisdictional boundaries, on our City boundaries.  So, a lot of the issues that we’re tackling, or 
attempting to tackle such as transportation, such as drainage, cross into a PSD or an 
unincorporated part of the City.  So, what I would ask you to do, for the Planning Department to 
be considering, as they’re going through this process of a comprehensive plan for James Island 
or Johns Island or even we can maybe do it for West Ashley, as well, that we look at these 
unincorporated areas that are pocketed around because the coordination of services is so 
critical to all of us, and we can do so much.  We do a pretty good job of what we do with all of 
that, but one of the things that we may be considering is, when we talk about transportation, and 
we’ve got a Regional Transportation Authority that covers some of this, and we’re talking about 
drainage with the tie-in into these, is looking at tying in communities as all within the City of 
Charleston, so they’re not pocketed.  It may just be a coordination effort of annexation to solve 
some of those concerns that pop up along those lines.  So, I just mention that for consideration 
that the Planning Department may want to have in the back of their mind, as well.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, thank you, and James Island has an intergovernmental 
group.  There’s a meeting on May 15th, and I plan to attend, and if Council thinks I’m kind of 
moving in the right direction, I would like to go ahead and share this idea with the Town, County, 
and PSD and kind of re-invite them to join us in this effort.  I know that the City, County, and the 
Town tried to do something a couple of years ago prior to and in addition to Re-think Folly Road, 
and I’m told that there was some disagreement between the City and the County about heights 
or something.  So, I would like to re-engage that discussion with them and re-open that and see 
if we can’t all do this collaboratively and end up in a place where we all agree, and we’re all on 
the same page.  I don’t know if that’s possible, but certainly am willing to try again.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Was that a motion, Mayor?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Sir?” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Was that a motion?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “No, we’re just talking, and if you all feel like this is heading in 
the right direction, I’ll talk to them, and then I’ll bring an ordinance back to you, a proposal back 
to you at the next meeting or two.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 
 

 Councilmember Waring said, “I agree with everything that’s been said.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Oh, Councilmember Mitchell, did I skip you?” 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “I just said, ‘moving right along’.” 
 
 There was laughter in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “He’s ready to go home.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Hour four.” 
 
 Councilmember Waring continued, “I just agree with everything that’s been said.  What 
can we do to, I guess, take this discussion and turn it into an action step?  That was my point 
because I would hate for a run-on applications to the Zoning Department while we’re 
deliberating.  You said six months, do we need to put something like that in a motion?  Can we 
pass something like that tonight, or do we need to advertise for the next meeting?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I was just going to bring something back to you at the next 
meeting.  So, then do we not want, time is running on, do you all want to talk about Johns Island 
tonight, too, or come back next time?” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “Just because there’s three of them on James Island and 
only one on Johns, ‘no’.  Do you want to talk about it, or do you want me to?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I’ll just make this statement about Johns Island.  I think if we 
headed in the direction of having a Code for each of these distinct areas, that we would end up 
trying to do the same thing on Johns Island.  So, here’s the distinction on Johns Island.  It’s 
been growing like a weed, and our roads didn’t get over there like we had hoped, and we’re way 
behind on the infrastructure.  We have so many housing developments that are entitled already, 
it’s scary.  So, I believe it would be sensible to tie, in essence, have an allocation of permits that 
would be allowed over the next few years until Maybank Highway is widened, until the pitchfork 
is put into place, until the improvements are made with the overpass at Main Road and 
Savannah Highway, and do the research of when we expect those things to happen, and set up, 
in essence, an allocation of development over the next few years until we see those 
infrastructure projects come to reality because we’re way behind.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wagner. 
 

Councilmember Wagner said, “Okay, we’ve got about 6,000 rooftops that have been 
approved over the next couple of years, already approved.  As you and I talked the other day, I 
personally think that without a moratorium that there is a very simple way to do it.  That is, limit 
permits 10 percent a year, if they already approved them, until infrastructure catches up period.  
It’s not a moratorium, it’s a limitation on building.  The Urban Growth Boundary, as we now 
know it, is very, very close to being filled.  Now, they used to have one on James Island, too.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “The City still does.  I saw it the other day on a map.” 
 
Councilmember Wagner said, “When we went to James Island, Councilmember Williams 
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and I rode together.  The first question, ‘I never knew this facility was here,’ first words out of 
Rodney’s mouth.  Guess what?  We don’t have one of those on Johns Island.  They have been 
yelling for one for years.  There were a couple of other plans.  Ms. Rucker had one, we had one, 
why not something like a Bees Landing out there?  We have a huge amount of land out there.  
Why not a community building?  It couldn’t cost that much.  We lost a pool that the County was 
going to help us put out there, maybe something for those guys on that end of the Island that 
are not on the water.  I’m thinking very simply that maybe 10 percent a year for five years, eight 
years, you want to do more than that?  You want to build apartments, surtax it $2,000 to $3,000 
a unit.  Then, they’ll decide if they really do want to build it there.  We could buy two roads if we 
get a couple James Island-type communities out there.  I’m being a little bit facetious right now 
when I say that, but there’s got to be a way to slow it down and get the roads there.  We’ve got 
one pitchfork northside that may happen relatively soon, I think.  We’ve got a new lane, one lane 
on Maybank, even though that wasn’t the plan that was originally pitched by Mayor Riley just a 
couple years ago.  We’re going to have some more roads.  Every morning, every day, Robbie 
Somerville, and I get phone calls, e-mails, blasts, because they can’t get off the Island.  I get 
phone calls every afternoon because they can’t get back on the Island.  So, if we’ve got to do 
something, we’ve got to do it now.  We have a Johns Island Plan, so maybe we ought to look at 
that and see if there isn’t some way to slow it down.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Lewis. 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Mr. Mayor, you weren’t here, but several years ago, we had 

a discussion around this table about traffic and this little fellow right here, said do you know what 
we need to do?  We need to put a moratorium on building.  At that time, like I just said, West of 
the Ashley, so we can really get a study on how many developments are going to be built West 
of the Ashley.  Now, we’re talking West of the Ashley, Johns Island, and James Island.  I was 
told it was illegal, and I’ll tell you right now if we really think it’s legal, we need to put a 
moratorium through the entire City maybe for the next four or five months, so we can get a hand 
on what’s going on.  Charleston is going to be just like a little New York parade because you 
aren’t going to be able to move.  There are some parts of the City right now, I walk faster down 
the street than some cars can move during certain times of the day.  So, we really need to think 
about this.  Some of you think ‘moratorium’ is a bad word, but it might be a good word until we 
can get a handle on what’s coming into the City, James Island, and Johns Island, for the next 10 
to 15 years.  I know there’s a lot of housing projects that have been approved throughout the 
City of Charleston last year, James Island, and Johns Island.  So, we need to do something.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  So, just like we did with the West Ashley moratorium, 

it’s tied to a specific study with the drainage study that we’re proceeding with.  So, that’s what 
you have to do legally, and what I’m told is even on the permit allocation, in order for us to do 
that properly, we have to conduct a study.  It shouldn’t take but a few months in order to have all 
of our ducks in a row to justify putting an allocation program in place.  So, with Council’s just 
understanding here today, if you think this is the right direction, I’ll instruct staff to proceed with 
just the study part of that for Johns Island.  We’ll come back in two weeks with the James Island 
matter, but it would take a couple of months for us to get a little study done about when the 
roads are planned to be finished and how many units really are entitled and all that kind of stuff.  
Then, we’ll come back to you with a proposal for a permit allocation if that sounds okay.  So, 
let’s move ahead to our Council Committee Reports.  First up, is the License Committee.  That 
was Chairman Gregorie.” 

 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Yes, there is no action for this body to vote on.  I move 

that we accept the report as information.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, the appeal that you heard today, there was no resolution 

to it?” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Well, both appeals were denied.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Both appeals were denied.  Okay, so we don’t have to act on 

that?  Just accept them as information?” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “That’s correct.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay.  Are there any other comments or questions?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay, Committee on Public Works was deferred.  So, then we 

have the Committee on Traffic and Transportation, Chairman Seekings.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Very briefly, we met today at 

3:30 p.m., it seems like an eternity ago.  We had two applications for Certificates of Public 
Convenience which were approved unanimously by the Committee.  We had traffic calming 
speed humps approved.  We need some in that district.  Lastly, we had a Resolution to extend 
the Carriage Route Pilot Program for an additional 90 days.  You all may recall we approved a 
pilot program for additional routes and grouping of the carriages.  That pilot program has led to 
some special needs and some need to adjust.  So, we agreed to extend that for 90 days.  It may 
not be that long when we get back to it, if it doesn’t take 90 days, we’ll get back to you with an 
update on the carriage routes.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Yes, it all goes to this study.  So, I may have it moved to 

our Committee and it’s different because of the carriage routing.  So, I move for adoption of the 
report.” 

 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion or questions?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City 

Council voted unanimously to adopt the Committee on Traffic and Transportation Report as 
presented: 

 
---INSERT TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION REPORT--- 

 
a. Application for Original Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity: 

-- Blue Bird Transportation, LLC (Taxi) 
-- Charleston Taxi Service, LLC (Taxi) 
 

b. Approval of Traffic Calming Speed Humps (INFORMATION ONLY)   
-- Simons Street – Wagner Terrace Neighborhood 
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c. Resolution extending the Carriage Route Pilot Program for an additional ninety 
days  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, the Committee on Ways and Means, Chairman Moody.” 
 
Councilmember White said, “Move for adoption of the report.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion or questions?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember White, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted to adopt the Committee on Ways and Means Report as presented. 
 
The vote was not unanimous.  Councilmember Wilson abstained from voting on Item 

10(e) and completed a Conflict of Interest form which is on file in the Office of the Clerk of 
Council.  Councilmembers Lewis, Mitchell, Wagner, Seekings, and Wilson voted nay on Item 
10(i). 

 
---INSERT WAYS AND MEANS REPORT--- 

 
(Bids and Purchases 
(Office of Cultural Affairs: Approval to submit a grant application to South Arts in the 

amount of $2,500 for the 2017 MOJA Arts Festival Literary Corner.  A City match 
in the amount of $2,500 is required.  The match will come from corporate 
sponsorships.  

(Parks: Approve the deposit of funds awarded to Keep Charleston Beautiful via Keep 
America Beautiful’s Cigarette Litter Prevention Program Grant in the amount of 
$5,000.  Program funds will be used for cigarette litter education efforts and 
receptacle installations at private Charleston marinas.  No City match is required.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of Louis Waring Jr. West Ashley Senior Center 
Change Order #2 to the Construction Contract with Howell & Howell in the amount 
of $78,276.47 for selective mucking and installation of filter fabric in the south 
parking area ($72,349.82) and installation of fabric filter in the overflow parking 
area ($5,926.65).  This approval will result in a budget transfer of $78,276.47 to 
the Howell & Howell Construction Contract from the Project Contingency.  The 
total project budget remains unchanged.  The total contract time will increase by 5 
days.  The approval of Change Order #2 will result in a $78,276.47 increase to the 
Howell & Howell Construction Contract from $7,670,009.62 to $7,748,286.09.  
The funding sources for this project are: 2012 General Fund Reserves, 2014 GO 
Bond, 2013 General Fund Reserves, 2014 General Fund Reserves, and Capital 
Contributions from Roper St. Francis.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of Louis Waring Jr. West Ashley Senior Center 
Change Order #3 to the Construction Contract with Howell & Howell in the amount 
of$140,307.94 for collecting and hauling automotive debris and other construction 
debris from the site.  Roper St. Francis has agreed to reimburse the City in the 
amount of $64,191.86 for half of the actual incurred cost by Howell & Howell for 
this work prior to labor, equipment usage, overhead and profit. This approval will 
result in a budget transfer of $140,307.94 to the Howell & Howell Construction 
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Contract from the Project Contingency.  The total project budget will increase by 
$64,191.86.  The total contract time will increase by 7 days.  The approval of 
Change Order #3 will result in a $140,307.94 increase to the Howell & Howell 
Construction Contract from $7,748,286.09 to $7,888,594.03.  The funding sources 
for this project are: 2012 General Fund Reserves, 2014 GO Bond, 2013 General 
Fund Reserves, 2014 General Fund Reserves, and Capital Contributions from 
Roper St. Francis.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of a CPD Headquarters HVAC Replacement 
Construction Contract with Carolina Chillers, Inc. in the amount of $40,346 for the 
supervision, labor and materials required to remove the existing 8-ton Liebert unit 
and install a new 8-ton Liebert unit.  The scope includes removal and replacement 
of the ceiling system, evacuation of the existing refrigerant, the new unit, piping, 
duct work modifications, power wiring, controls, disposal of the existing unit, 
startup and testing.  The price is to include the coating of the new condenser coil 
for saltwater application.  With the approval of the project budget, Staff is 
authorized to award and/or amend contracts less than $40,000, to the extent 
contingency funds exist in the Council approved budget.  Approval of this action 
will institute a $46,400 project budget of which the $40,346 Construction Contract 
will be funded.  The funding source for this project is the Facilities Maintenance-
General Maintenance line item in the 2017 General Operating Budget.  

    (Public Service: Approve US 17 Spring/Fishburne US17 Drainage Improvement 
Project Baseline Monitoring and Surveying Amendment #2 for continued ground 
settlement monitoring at increased intervals due to unforeseen subsurface 
conditions encountered during shaft excavation and submittal of a final report.  
Contract total with Amendment #2 is $68,553.71. 

(Approval of a rental in the amount of $300.00 for the Piccolo Spoleto choral 
performance on Sunday, June 4, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. (273 Meeting Street; Trinity 
United Methodist Church)  

(Approval of a rental in the amount of $300.00 for the Piccolo Spoleto Youth Music 
on Saturday, May 27, 2017 (273 Meeting Street; Trinity United Methodist Church)  

(Approval for use of the French Huguenot Church (136 Church Street) for Piccolo 
Spoleto L’Organo on May 30, 2017.  The usage fee of $250 will be paid directly by 
the American Guild of Organists  

(Approval for use of First Scots Presbyterian Church in the amount of $200.00 for 
Piccolo Spoleto L’Organo on June 5, 2017 (53 Meeting Street) 

(Approval of use of SC Ports Authority Parking Lot-A in the amount of $2,490 for 
Piccolo Spoleto Sunset Serenade on May 26, 2017 (176 Concord Street) 
[Councilmember Wilson abstained from voting on this item.  A completed 
Conflict of Interest form is on file on the Office of the Clerk of Council.] 

(Authorize the Mayor to execute the Agreement of Purchase and Sale between the 
City of Charleston and Latrice R. Evans for the sale of 1825 Austin Avenue for 
$158,400.  This property is being sold subject to the HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program Resale Restrictive Covenants with an affordability period of 
30 years. (1825 Austin Avenue; TMS: 464-01-00-132) [Ordinance] 

(Request approval of a Memorandum of Agreement relating to a joint permit 
application, easements, other agreements and improvements necessary for the 
extension of Joseph P. Riley, Jr. Waterfront Park and the connection of the City’s 
River Walk on LCP’s property at 176 and 186 Concord Streets.  The property is 
owned by Leucadia Coast Properties, LLC. (TMS: 459-00-00-276 and 459-00-00-
091) 
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(Remedial action regarding restrictive covenants on property at St. Andrews 
Boulevard and Sycamore Avenue  

(Resolution authorizing the acquisition of a parcel of land located on Sumar Street by 
way of eminent domain [Councilmembers Lewis, Mitchell, Wagner, Seekings, 
and Wilson voted nay on this item.] 

(Discussion relative to 113 Calhoun Street and Mother Emanuel AME Church 
 

First reading was given to the following bills and resolution: 
 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute on behalf of the City a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement with Latrice R. Evans pertaining to property located at 1825 Austin Avenue, 
TMS No. 464-01-00-132, for the sum of $158,400, to include authorization to execute a 
deed or other documents necessary to consummate the sale in accordance with the 
provisions of the Purchase and Sale Agreement. 

Resolution authorizing the acquisition of a parcel of land located on Sumar Street by way of 
eminent domain           

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “I want my vote on the Real Estate Committee carried.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I’m sorry, Councilmember Seekings.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “I want my vote on the Real Estate portion of the Ways 

and Means agenda carried.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Same vote.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Same vote.  Correct.  Are you calling for me to call the 

question again on that?” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “No, sir.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay.  So, next we have bills up for second reading.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Move for approval of Items K-1 through K-6.” 
 
The Clerk said, “K-2.  K-1 is deferred.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “K-1 was deferred.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “K-2 through K-6.” 
 
The Clerk said, “K-2 through K-6.” 
 
Councilmember Riegel said, “Second that motion.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay.  Is there any discussion or questions on Items K-2 

through K-6?” 
 
No one asked to speak. 
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On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, five (5) bills (Items K-2 through K-6) received 
second reading. It passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Riegel and third 
reading on motion of Councilmember Seekings. On further motion of Councilmember Mitchell, 
the rules were suspended, and the bills were immediately ratified as: 

 
2017-039       AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF 

THE CITY A QUIT CLAIM DEED TO NEW SKY, LLC A STRIP OF LAND 
APPROXIMATELY 8.3 FEET IN WIDTH AND 150 FEET IN DEPTH LYING 
BETWEEN 535 KING STREET AND 529 KING STREET AND BEING 
DESIGNATED AS COLLINS COURT COMMON ALLEY ON THAT CERTAIN 
PLAT ENTITLED IN PART “PLAT OF #535 KING STREET AND #537 KING 
STREET SITUATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF KING STREET BETWEEN 
MORRIS AND CANNON STS. SHOWING RIGHT OF WAY FROM PROPERTY 
TO MORRIS ST.” PREPARED BY JOE NEEDEL, DATED JANUARY 12, 1935 
AND RECORDED IN THE R.M.C. OFFICE FOR CHARLESTON COUNTY AS 
AN EXHIBIT TO A DEED RECORDED IN BOOK W36, AT PAGE 267.”   

2017-040 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF 
THE CITY A QUIT CLAIM DEED TO EAST BAY COMPANY, LTD. OF A 0.007 
ACRE PIECE OF LAND LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF STATE 
AND CUMBERLAND STREETS, AS MORE PARTICULARLY SET OUT ON A 
PLAT BY GEORGE A. Z. JOHNSON, JR., INC. DATED JANUARY 17, 2017, 
ENTITLED “PLAT SHOWING THE PROPERTY LINE ABANDONMENT 
BETWEEN TRACT B, A 0.213 ACRE TRACT OWNED BY EAST BAY 
COMPANY, LTD. AND THE 0.007 ACRE PIECE OF LAND OWNED BY THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA RAILWAYS COMMISSION”.   

2017-041 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 
KNOWN AS 2413 SPRING GARDEN ST (0.29 ACRE) (TMS# 309-14-00-039), 
WEST ASHLEY, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, 
SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO 
AN ORDINANCE AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 7.  THE PROPERTY IS 
OWNED BY JOYCE H. MURRAY.   

2017-042 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 
KNOWN AS VACANT PROPERTY ON BROWNSWOOD RD (0.13 ACRE) 
(TMS# 280-00-00-054), JOHNS ISLAND, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE 
CITY OF CHARLESTON, SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A 
MAP ATTACHED HERETO AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 5.  THE 
PROPERTY IS OWNED BY PHILLIP SIMMONS.   

2017-043 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 
KNOWN AS 822 PLAYGROUND ROAD (0.23 ACRE) (TMS# 418-05-00-302), 
WEST ASHLEY, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, 
SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 7.  THE PROPERTY IS OWNED BY 
HARRIETT S. PINCKNEY.   

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Believe it or not, we have no matters up for first reading.  I do 
want to ask Council a housekeeping question.  We have a number of things that are going to be 
very time consuming that are going to come back to us in May and June, being the BAR, the 
height districts, the MU Zoning requirements.  I know it’s traditional that we would only have one 
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meeting per month during the Summer, but I really think we need two meetings in June and 
then we would take one meeting in July and August, if that’s okay with Council.  We’re really 
going to, if you think we had a long meeting tonight, and if we don’t have two meetings in June, 
we’ll probably be here, and we’ll be bringing our sleeping bags and having an all-nighter.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “You have proposed dates for those?” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “A lot of us have vacation plans already.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, can I ask that the Clerk poll everyone and kind of find out 

what your plans already are for June, and even if we have the meetings like in the same week, 
but on different nights if everybody is here.  They don’t have to be two weeks apart, do they?” 

 
The Clerk said, “Well, I think to ratify ordinances, I think there is a rule that it has to be at 

least six or seven days apart for ratification of ordinances.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, we’ll check.” 
 
The Clerk said, “Where’s Frances?” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Could we have some kind of a workshop maybe to do that 

and then just have one meeting, or we can just discuss it.” 
 
The Clerk said, “Isn’t it six or seven days apart for ratification of ordinances?” 
 
Janie Borden, Assistant Corporation Counsel said, “Seven.” 
 
The Clerk said, “Seven days apart. Thanks.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Mayor, while you’re signing those, may I be heard?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mayor.  I know the hour is late, fellow 

Councilmembers, but I just, and if that happened in the City yesterday, then I think history 
demands that we at least comment on it, and that is something that affected every single person 
sitting around this table.  We had an event yesterday between the tides and the rain that was 
dramatic, and there is not one person sitting around this table, or anyone sitting in this room, 
who wasn’t affected by it.  It was incredible.  At the same time the tide was at a foot higher than 
predicted, we had somewhere in the City between three and five inches of rain, depending on 
where you happened to be sitting, standing, or in your car at that time.  So, it just is, again, an 
opportunity for us to recognize that we have some real challenges going forward that are not 
made by us, that are made by nature, that we’re going to have to deal with, and I know we have 
Mark Wilbert working on it, but I would ask the Mayor that as we go forward, to incorporate 
regular updates to this Council about what’s going on with resiliency, what’s going on with Mr. 
Wilbert.  I knew you said you were working on things with our workshops.  We’ve got huge 
challenges going forward and if, I want to, I know Ms. Cabiness was here yesterday all day until 
well into the night.  Ms. Cabiness and her team, Mr. Metzler was there, Frank Newham, we 
were all over the Peninsula, and I know everyone has their own particular stories.  There was 
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water everywhere all day, and it was dramatic.  It took resources that are tremendous, and if we 
had to do that every day, which someday we may have to, it would tap our resources.  So, 
Mayor, the hour’s late, and I need nothing more than just to say this has to be in our collective 
consciousness and have attention paid to it every single day.  So, thank you.” 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Shahid. 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Just before we adjourn, very briefly, two things that I bring 

to your attention, the workshops are in progress.  One’s going on tonight, and we missed it 
because we’re in Council session.  I thank Councilmember Moody and Councilmember Wagner 
for showing up yesterday for that session.  The next session is May 6th.  It is at 9:00 a.m. and a 
2:00 p.m. session.  I would urge every member of Council to attempt to attend one of those two 
sessions, just to see your citizens at work, the amount of energy that is being expended on 
these workshops, the ideas that are coming out of these workshops.  We all will come out with 
some other ideas and some really good positive thoughts with those workshops because it 
affects the entire City.  So, I can just urge you to please try to make it a time to come on that 
Saturday, the 6th, and then we have this open session which is the week of May 8th through the 
12th.  So, you should have those calendars, they were distributed to you as to what goes on at 
Citadel Mall.  Our next West Ashley Revitalization Commission meeting is at Citadel Mall that 
week.  So, please just pay attention to your calendar.  Also before we go, I just want to 
recognize our firemen who are here again tonight for a session and came to help.  They were 
pressed into duty to help one of our citizens.  So, thank you, firemen, for showing up again this 
evening.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  There being no further business, this meeting is 

hereby adjourned.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
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